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^' Quel Principe che manca di questa perizia (la cog-» 
nizione de' siti) manca della prima parte che vuole 
avere un Capitano ; perch^ questa insegna trovare il 
nimico ; pigliare gli alloggiamenti, condurre gli eser- 
citi, ordinare le giomate, campeggiare le terre con 
tuo vantaggio." 

Machiavelli — II Principe, cap. xiv. 
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PREFACE. 



It is a circumstance much to be lamented 
that OUT late miUtary annals have neither 
tended to enhance the reputation of our 
army, nor to command the respect of the 
other nations of Europe. 

. With an unprecedented disposable force, 
with means and resources hitherto une- 
qualled, with soldiers distinguished for a 
native valour, superior perhaps to that of 
any others in the world, and in a situation 
of affairs requiring every exertion of fore- 
sight and wisdom, the operations of our 
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armies have not only been useless to our- 
selves and our allies, but have almost uni- 
versally terminated in failure ; and though 
the bravery of bur troops, has been amply 
displayed, it has only been to reflect more 
disgrace on the cottdvictiMld councils which 
could not render such courage productive 
. of any useful result. 

• " . ■ . . . 

Our expeditions fo HoUancl, Ferrol, Ca* 

diz, Egypt, Buenos Ayres, Sweden, and 
the peninsula of Spain, many of our'en- 
terprizes in the Mediterranean ' and" the 
West Indies ; and though last not least re* 
plete with error and misfortune, our late 
intended attack oh Antwerp, furnish hoih 
the proof and the explanation of this mfeA^' 
lancholy statement. In many of thes6 in- 
stances success was rmpossible'; in allof^ 

them, a want of infbrhiatiori has be6n eiui- 

• , f . • ■ 

nently conspicuous. Ignorant ali'ke of the 



.r.. 



1. 



^ 4 



^ 



iii 



nature ftrid strength of the country to be 
attaokedi and of thfs dispositions and. inte« 
rest? pf its inhabitants ; the authors of our 
expeditions would, s^em not even to have 
calculated the ordinary chances of success, 
but lost in pres.umption and negligencei \q 
have hoped to command good fortune^ 
while they took no pains to ensure it. 

The success of a British army in Egypt 
may by some be thought to furnish an ex- 
ception to the foregoing remarks ; but it 
may justly be said, that iu that instance 
we were too tnuch indebted to the -folly 
and jealousies of our adversary to estabUsh 
owr Qwli character for foresight aisKi judgr 
ix)ent^ 



r It has £EiUen to the lot of the author of 
the following pages to have |)articipat4d 
in many of these services : for his own in- 
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struction he has attentively observed and 
reflected upon the manner in which our 
operations have been conducted : he had 
anxiously hoped, that the awful lessons of 
experience would have produced a change 
in our military system, and that some at- 
tempt would have been made to remedy its 
defects : he has, however, had the mortifi- 
cation to see the same errors persevered in 
with unaccountable obstinacy. 

To check the progress of such alarming 
evils must be the anxious wish of us all ; 
and perhaps nothing could be more ad- 
vantageous in this respect than an accurate 
and impartial history of our several cam- 
paigns. Our legislators and our com- 
manders would thereby be enabled to ap- 
preciate the causes of ill success, and 
prevent their recurrence. 



The author of the following pages has 
undertaken to sketch the history of our 
late expedition to Zeeland, not only be- 
cause of the extraordinary mismanagement 
with which it was conducted, but because 
of its recent occurrence, and of the atten- 
tion which it is likely to meet with in paf- 
liament ; he is actuated solely by the de- 
sire of rendering service to his country : he 
feels neither personal dislike nor resent- 
ment against any individual who has par- 
ticipated in these unfortunate transactions; 
he has laboured to speak the truth ; and he 
believes the most careful examination will 
not be able to disprove the accuracy of his 
statement 



The narrative is preceded by remarks on 
the' topography and channels of Zeeland r 
these observations are derived from the 
most authentic sources, and being both^ 
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accurate and important they will not only 
ep^bl^ th^ readex to understand the move- 
ments of tbe army more, clearly than he 
otherwisi?.. could do J but may serve as an 
humble specinjen. of one branch of the 
knowledge which ou^ht to be acquiried be- 
fore g^piilitary enterprise is undertaken* 
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. Our powerful enemies seem fully aware, 
that success in military operations cannot 
be calculated upon without a perfect topo- 
graphical^ find statistical knowledge of the 
country, in which their arms are destined 
to act; and an acquaintance with tJie 
fofce^ views and intentions of the power 
with whom they are contending. In the 
pursuit of this knowledge they spare nei- 
ther labour nj^r, expense : and when they 

«■•....' ' ». . .. 

af p possessed of it they are enabled to con- 
qert the. h^est advised and most skilful ma- 
Meuvres/ which, being executed wither- 
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treme rapidity, surprize and confound 
their opponents. 

It becomes us to derive instruction even 
from our enemies ; and the author has 
published the following pages, in the sin- 
cere hope that reflection on the errors he nskf 
related may be useful to those who are 
entrusted with the direction and conduct 
of our military enterprises. 
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tion, but after frequent windings, they arc 
united by the channel of Bergen-op-Zopm 
and inclofe the iflands of Walcheren, Ncfflh 
Beveland, Wolphartfdyk, and Soijth Beve- 
land ; oppoiite to the fout]3i^^«aftern extre- 
mity of which, they fJ)rei^Sti!hemfelves into a 
fort of bay, and receive the river Scheldt ; 
^ from whence they have derived their appel- 
lation.* 

The channel ofthe Weft Scheldt is bound- 
ed by the ftiores of Wakheren and South 
Beveland on one fide, and by the coaft of 
glanders on the other: the diflance from 
JFljafliing to the neareft point of Cadfand be- 
ing ^boujt thre^ Englilh miles. 

Between the. Weft Scheldt and the ocean 
are fe veiaJ jddng^erous flioals, which are in^ 

* This deCcriptiiui has been adopted, firfl^ becaufe tha 
ti3es always fall back into the Weft Scheldt from the place 
trinre they meet in the Berg6ii«op>ZooiQ channel $ lie\dog 
IM 4hea-e is ^ ilefceof ia that dirc^ion : ^4f feooftflly^ Imh 
caufe, as far as the author could judge, the water before 
Bathz is as fait as the ocean. The opinion moft generally 
Mceiredfihat the l-irer Scheldt ditides itfelf into two branches 
At the foutli-«aft nxtremity of Sauttt Bereland^ an4 that 
thefe branphes flow into the German ocean to .the north and 
fbt^dtVf fbdilaitd' dt WaichmiinVis enron^ni; 
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terfeded by three channels, navigable for 
the largeft (hips of war, called the Deurloo, 
the Weilinge, and the Inner Weilinge.— The 
Weele Spliet, which was formerly a fourth 
paiTage, is no longer prafticable. — The De- 
urloo channel has a dire6);ion along the fouth« 
weftern fide of Walcheren ; being at a dif- 
tance from the coaft, which varies from fix 
to twelve hundred yards : the mouth of the 
Deurloo pafFage is formed by the Zoutelande 
fiioals on the north fide, and by the EUeboog 
baQk to the fouthward. 

The outer and inner Weilinge are divided 
by fand-banks from each other, and have a 
direftion nearly parallel to the (hore of Cad"- 
fand : the outlet from thefe into the deep 
fea is very narrow, and crolfes a bank, where 
there are only fix fathoms of water ; fo that 
wkh the win4 from the ibuth or wcit 
thefe two paflages becomie extremely hatzar# 
dous : with a good Vrind and fine weather^ 
the Weilinge is, however, confidered pre* 
ferabk to the Deurloo. 

Thefe diflferent paflages anite in the great 
(kanpel of the Weft ScheMt, which isabouc 
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eight or ten fathoms in depth to the weft- 
ward of Flufhing :— as we proceed from 
the fea beyond the town, the deep water 
channel continues for the moft part along 
the fhore of South Beveland ; and in many 
places within one or two hundred yards from 
it^ banks. 

Beyond Waarden the channel is more re- 
moved from the South Beveland coaft until 
it approaches the fort of Bathz, at the 
fouth-eaft extremity of that ifland, where 
it is again within one or two hundred 
yards from the Chore, but much more nar- 
row than before. At this point, the fea fpreads 
itfelf over the very extenfive banks of Saef- 
tingen, on the coaft of Flanders, and be- 
comes fix or feven miles in width, forming as 
it were a confiderable bay to the fouthward. 
After pafling Bathz, the channel is ftill more 
confined, though the aftual breadth of water 
9tt high tide, between the dike of Doel and 
that of Sandvliet, when wc come to what 
may properly be called the river Scheldt, 
is about one mile and an half: from Fort 
Lilio to Liefkepihoek^ the difiapce is about 
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three quarters of a mile, and this width gra- 
dually decreafes as far as Antwerp ; where 
the fpace between one bank and the other is 
from four to five hundred yards. — From 
Fluftiing to Bathz, the courfe along the Weft 
Scheldt is about forty miles in extent ; from 
Bathz to Antwerp, the diftance is about 
twenty miles. 

The whole of this extent, and even be- 
yond Antwerp, is navigable for line of battle 
ihips, though, after paflfing Bathz, the navi* 
gation is intricate and difficult ; and it is tq 
be obferved, that in the Weft Scheldt there 
are five or fix feet lefs water with an eaft and 
north-eaft wind, than when the wind is in 
an oppofite dire6lion. 

The ifland of Cadfand is waftied by the 
waters of the Weft Scheldt, and of the North 
Sea on its north and weft fides : to the eaft 
and fouthward it is divided from the Conti-- 
nent by an inconfiderable fea creek, pra6ti- 
cable only for the fmall boats of the country. 

The fouthern bank of the Weft Scheldt, 
throughout its whole extent between An* 
twerp and Cadfand^ is interfc%d by nurne* 
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rous Tea creeks and channels : the country is 
extremely flat and liable to inundation ; for 
which purpofe fluices have been conftrufted 
. in the neighbourhood of Axel, Hulfl:^ and 
the TSte de Flandres, oppofite to Antwerp. 

During fine weather, there is a variety of 
good arichoring places off the ifland of Wal- 
cheren, and at the entrance of the Deurloo 
paflage : thefe toadfteads muft, however^ be 

confidered as untenable in the winter feafom 
The beft winter anchoring ground in the 
neighbourhood of Flufhing, commences 
about one mile to the eaft ward of that town, 
and continues as far as the roadftead of 
Rammikins. 

The Eaft Scheldt is bounded by the iflands 
Schouwen, Duiveland, Tholen, and part of 
Brabant^ on the north fide ; and by Wal- 
cheren. North and South Beveland to the 
fotithward. Between the north ftiore of 
Walcberen,and the fouthern coaft of Schou* 
wen, is the entrance, which is called the 
ftoompot; where only a fmall fleet could 
anchor without the teach of guns. from the 
£ke of North B^land ; this anehiSffage, 
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fiowever, is extremely indifferent, and not 
tenable with ftrong nbrth-wefterly winds, fo 
prevalent on this coaft in the winter feafon. 
Thefe winds frequently change the bottom of 
the fea in this part, bringing with them great 
quantities of fand, fo that during the winter 
the Roortpot has a fandy bottom : in the 
fpring of the year, the quantity of water 
coming through the Keeten drives away th* 
fand, and leaves a bottom of chty. The 
heavieft fea in the Roompot is cauied by i 
W. N. W. wind meeting the ebb tide. '' 
The deep water channel of the Eaft 
Scheldt continues along the coaft of Nort% 
.Beveland nearly as far m the village of 
Kolyn's-plaat ; then fuddenly takes a direc- 
tion towards Zierickzee, in the ifland dP 
Schouwen, and paffes within three or four 
hundred yards of the land : from hence is a 
depth of water fufficient for line of battle 
fhips, as high as Wemelding, in South Beve- 
land ; frigates could even reach the town of 
Tholen ; oppofite to which, at low water, 
there are from twenty to thirty feet in the 
channel ; though, on account of it? narrow 
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width and winding dire6lionj th6 navigation 
as high as Tholen mud be attended with 
much difficulty. To the extent, however, 
of Yrfeke, about 30 miles from the entrance 
of the £aft Scheldt, the channel is fafe and 
prafticable ; and off the coaft of South 
Beveland, between the villages of Katten* 
dyk and Wemelding, there is fufficient room 
for the anchorage of a confiderable fleet.* 

The Bergen-op-Zoom channel conne6ls 
the Eaft with the Weft Scheldt at the eaft 
extremity of South Beveland. The diftancc 
between the dike of South Beveland, in this 
part, and the oppofite dikes of Oofendrecht 
and Woonfdrecht, is from two and a half to 
three miles ; but the channel itfelf is, in 
many places, fordable at ordinary low 
water: — during fpring tides and aneafter- 
ly wind^ this channel is paflable for an 
interval of two or two miles and a half; 
commencing about three or four hun- 
dred yards north of the little haven of 

• During the late campaign Sir Hicbard Kea(s*s flag fliip, 
the Superby of 74 guas, was anchored off Wemelding, with- 
io half-a^mUe of (he fkore* . 
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Bathz :♦ and the bottom is of fahd, with 
a flight covering of mud ; fo that the 
ford, being prafticable for infantry to 
fuch an extent, the channel itfelf cannot be 
confidered as a formidable obftade to an 
army intending to aft on the fide of Brabant. 
From Bathz to Bergen-op-Zoom,the diftance 
is about fix miles. As the tide, even here, 
rifes from eleven to thirteen feet , the Bergen- 
x)p-Zoom channel is navigable for gun-boats, 
and the fchuyts of the country. 

The Sloe channel connefts the Eaft and 
Weft Scheldt, and wafties the whole of 
the eaftern fhore of Walcheren, which forms 
the weft fide of the channel ; while North 
Beveland, Wolphartfdyk, and South Beve- 
land, confine it to the eaft wan! : that part 
of the Sloe, which commences at the Room- 
pot, is called the Veere Gat, and leads to 

♦ In the year 1572, Mondragone, a£t}ng nndcr the ordcri 
•f.the Duke of Alba^ marched acitffi the Bergea»op«2ooia 
channel, at the head of three thoufand men. He commenced 
his march from the villages of Rofe^drecht and Woonfdrecht, 
and his foldiers carried with them their ams, ammimition, 
and proTiAons. The objo6l of this enterpriae was to raifc 
the fiege of Ter Goes, in which the Spaniards were fuccefs* 
f ul. — 5f e WatfonU Ilijiory of Philip 11. 

C 
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the town of Veere. — Throughout its whole 
extent, this channel is navigable for frigates, 
floops, and gun-brigs : the deep water is 
generally on the fide of Walcheren ; the 
paffageis, however, intricate. The nea reft 
point of North Beveland is about two thou- 
fand yards from the town of Veere ;-^the 
channel, is wi4er oppofite to Wolphartfdyk: 
the ncareft point of South Beveland is two 
ihoufand five hundred yards from the ferry- 
houfe on the dike of St. Jooftland. 
' The Zuid Vliet, orZandKreek, isanar- 
rpw channel, feparating North Beveland 
from Wolphartfdyk, and unites the Eaft 
Scheldt to the Sloe paffage : the point of 
jqn6lion with this latter is oppofite to that 
part of the dike of Walcheren which lies be- 
tween Veere and St. Jooftland : at low 
tide there are eight feet pf water in the moft 
fliallo w part of the channel ; and it is .navi- 
gable for, brigs and the larger fchuytsof the 
country. 

Formerly there was another paflage, the 
Schengen, or Goefche Diep, between the 
Eaft Scheldt and the Sloe, but this no longer 
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^xifts: dikes having been conftrufted both 
above and below the town of Goes, Wol- 
phartfdyk and Eaft Beveland are united 
with South Beveland. This work was begun 
in April, 1809, and is now nearly com- 
pleted. 

Befides the channels we have enumerated, 
there are alfo the Vaart de Sas, the Keeten, 
the Moffel Kreek, and the river Eendracht, 
as it is termed, connefting the Eaft Scheldt 
with the Krammer> and channels of the 
Maafe. 

The firft feparates Schouwen from Duive- 
land, and is merely a fmall creek uniting the 
Krammer with the harbour of Zierickzee/ 
but not navigable for veflels of any defcrip- 
tion. 

The Keeten is a wide and deep arm of the 
fea, navigable for the largeft line of battle 
(hips, and is the grand communication be- 
tween the Scheldt and North Holland,— The 
Keeten feparates Duiveland from Tholen, 

What is called the river Eendracht, is a 
fea creek, navigable for brigs and the larger 
boats of the country: this channel is entered 
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from the Moffel Kreek, which divides St^ ' 
Philipfland from the ifland ofTholen. 

When the winter is fevere, a far g^-eater 
quantity of ice is collefted in the Eaft than in 
the Weft Scheldt ; but feldom to fuch an 
extent as to occafion any ferious embarraff- 
ment to the navigation of either. In the 
former channel moft of the ice is formed on 
the Verdronken^ land of South Beveland, or 
comes through the Keeten, and generally 
takes the direftion of the Zuid Vliet, on the 
banks of which channel it is depolited, with- 
out making further progrefs towards the fea. 
The ice in the Weft Scheldt coUefts for the 
moft part on the banks above Ternenfe, or 
is intercepted by the Galoot ftioal, which 
projefts from the fouth-weft point of South 
Beveland. 

The department of Zeeland is divided into 
the two diftrifts of the Eaft and Weft Scheldt* 

• The ^^ Verdronken," or drowned land of South Bev<v 
land, is a confiderable extent of fand and mud, which is 
^ofered by the fea at high water. — lathe year 1530, \the 
fea waihed away the dike at the Dorth-ea$ part of the iflaiid^ 
aiid (^read itfeif in fuch a manner, at to defiroy fifteen Yillaget/ 
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In the fir ft are comprehended the iflandi 
Schouwen, Duiveland, Tholen, and St. Phi* 
lipfland. The laft comprifes North, Eaft, 
an^ South Beveland, Wolphartfdyk, and 
Walcheren. Middleburgh is the capital of 
the latter diftrift ; Zierickzee of the former^ 
The whole of thefe iflands have one gey 
neral charafler ; their furface is below the 
level of the fea at high water,* from the in» 
roads of which they are protefted by low 
fand hills in fome fituations, and by artificial 
dikes in others. The weftern (hores of 

* The following is a ftatement of the levels of the different 
iflands of Zealand, below ordinary high water mark : 

MEDIUM LEVEL. LOWEST LETEl*. 

Walcheren 4 9 

Schouwen 5 11 

South Bereland 4 8* 

Tholen 5 9 

Eail Beveland 4 7 

Wolphartfdyk 3 5 

North Beveland 3 

In the iiland of Walcheren, the ground at Fluiliing and 

Eail Capelle is on the fame level ; Middelburg is generally 

two feet and a half loiter than Fluihing. 

The feet mentioned in the note are of AmfterdaiQ meafure; 

and the Engliih foot is to the Amfierdam foot, as 1000 to 
93^ nearly. 
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Schouwen and Walcheren are expofed to the 
North Sea, and bounded by a ridge of fand- 
hills immediately on the coaft. The only 
part of South Beveland which has any na- 
tural defence againft the fea, is on its fouth- 
weft fide, between Borfelen and the Nieuw 
Crayert : here the artificial dike is interrupt- 
ed by a low fandy ridge, only five or fix 
hundred yards in length. The fea, however, 
makes continual encroachments on this na- 
tural barrier ; and precautions have been 
adopted, with great wifdom and fpirit^ to 
• prevent its further progrefs. 

The foil is for the moft part alluvial, and 
confifts of fand, mixed with a blackifli fort 
of earth, fuch as is found in marfhes : ftrong 
clay is, however, obferved in feveral fitua- 
tions.* By force of cultivation, and an ex« 
qellent fyfl:em of agriculture, the crops are 
abundant, and the produ6lions various ; 
fuch as wheat, oats, bajrley, rye, horfe-beans. 



* There are fome carious maps extant, which fhew Hie 
nnmerout fmall iflands, compofing the prefent ifland of Wa!- 
cheren^ and the Tarions channels by Vfhich they were fcf a« 
ratfd. 
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white beans, flax, rape-feed, potatoes, and 
madder : this laft abounds moft in Schouwen, 
Duiveland, and Tholen : throughout the 
whole province there is plenty of fruits 
and vegetables of every defcription ; and 
though there are no trees of confiderable 
growth, the plantations are very numerous, 
and many of the interior dikes are planted 
with regular rows of the elm, the afti, and 
the willow. 

Walcheren, towards Domburg and Eaft 
Capelle, has large coppices of wood ; but it 
is by no means fo produftive as the other 
iflands of Zeeland, 

Nature has configned to thefe iflands a 
mofl: unhealthy climate, producing agues 
and intermitting fevers ; which difeafes, 
however, are far more dangerous to the 
ftranger than to the native : it is calculated 
that after the month of Augufl:, and during 
the rainy feafon, more than two thirds of the 
inhabitants are attacked by this diforder, and 
to this calamity are the people of thefe iflands 
annually fubjeft.* 

* The people of Zeeland have not the leafl dread of the 
fcTcr— (the " Koorts^'' as it is termed) by which manj of 
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According to a cenfus, made by order 
of th« Dutch government, in May 1809, the 
following is the amount of the population of 
Zeeland. 



itiiem are annuallj attacked. They feem not to regard it io 
a more ferious light, than wc confider a cold or a head ache : 
during 1800, the feafon was particularly healthy. The 
following is an accurate ilatement of the numbers of deaths 
vhich occurred in (he town of Middleburg and its diftri6ts 
during the months of July, Auguft, September, Oftober, 
and November I8O9. It is extracted from the printed reglfler 
which is publiihed erery month at Middleburgh. 

Number of Deaths by Number of Deaths 

the Koorts or Fever. irom other causes* « Total* 

July 4 32 3G 

Augutt 6 34 40 

September.... 11 47 58 

Oaober 9 37 46 

November 0. 47 56 

In this Aatcraent are included perfons of every age and 
both fexcs. Middleburgh and its diflri6t contains I63I84 in* 
habitants. 
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WEST SCHELDT. 

♦ Walcheren - . 29,376 

t South Beveland - 12,756 

Wolphartfdyk - 869 

North and Eaft Beveland 3,701 



46,702 



EAST SCHELDT. 

Schouwen - 11^459 

Duiveland ' - 3*303 

Tholen and St. Philipfland 9^589 



24.351 . 



* Flufhing is not here included ; becaufe, by the treatj 
of Fontainbleau, dated November 11th, 1807, it was ceded 
to France, with a territory in its front, extending 1,800 
metres, about 1970 yards from the place* Within thcfo 
limits there are no tillages : the population of Fiufhing at 
that time amounted to about 7,000 perfons. 

t In this cenfus, the number of inhabitants in the Tillage 
of Kruinigen, and its diftri^ is omitted ; becaufe this part of 
South Beveland has not yet recovered from the effbdbs of the 
inundation in January, 1808. The number of inhabitaaU 
before that period amounted to about 300 perfoni* 
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The iflands of Zeeland are interfered in 
various direftions by dikes and water- 
courfes ; the former inclofe what is termed 
a * polder, and mark the gradual additions 
of land, which have been made at different 
intervals by the labour and ingenuity of 
the people. With the exception of two or 
three polders in the north part of the ifland, 
a fmall tra6l of land near Arnemuida, and a 
part of St. Jooftland, there are no interior 
dikes in Walcheren* South Beveland, on 
the contrary, has feveral ; as is the cafe 
with moft of the other iflands. Thefe dikes 
are formed of well rammed earth, about 
fourteen or fifteen feet high ; their upper 
furface is in general fifteen or twenty feet in 
widthi and they ferve as good roads of com- 
munication* Such is alfo the general pro- 
file of the dikes towards the water ; but here 
on their expofed fides, great precautions are 
taken to fecure them by a variety of inge- 
nious expedients. The adminiftration of 
the di^es form, as may be naturally inferred. 



* A trtt6l of land fccovored from the ftsa, and inclored o* 
all fide* by dikes, is termed bj the Dutch a Polder. 
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a confiderable and important branch in the 
government of the country : * the ex pence of 
maintaining therii is very great ; and the 
taxes for this purpofe are levied upon the 
land. The water-courfes are merely ditches 
from twelve to fourteen feet wide, and ferve 
the double purpofe of retaining rain water 
for the cattle during the Summer, and 
for draining the land in the rainy feafon. 

The principal roads from the towns are 
paved to a certain diftance with ftones 
brought from the continent ; they are wide 
and the fides of them generally planted with 
trees, as the road from Flufhing to Middle- 
burg, and Veere : where there is no pave- 
ment, the principal communications are 
covered with fand. The roads, leading from 
one village to another, are extremely indif- 
ferent: they are of the foil of the country, 
and during wet weather fcarcely pra£ii- 
cable for carriages : in the winter feafon they 
are generally under water. 

The principal towns in Zeeland are Zie- 
rickzee, and Brouwerfhaven in Schouwen, 
Tholen in the ifland of Tholen, Ter Goes, 
in South Bevelahd, Middleburg, Flufhing, 
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and Veere in Walcheren. Each of thefe, 
with the exception of Ter Goes,* has a 
convenient communication with the fea, and 
artificial bafons, fufficiently deep for brigs, 
and the fmaller trading velFeJs of the coun- 
try. 

The following is the prefent ftate of their 
population : 

Zierickzee - 6,025 

Browerfhaven - 7^4 

Tholen - - 1^978 

Ter Goes - - S^95^ 

Middleburg - 16,184 

t Fluftiing - - 7,000 

Veere - - 1,806 

Thefe towns ajre very fimilar to thofe of 
North Holland: the ftrects being paved, 

* Ter Goes had formerly its harbour ; in confequence 
however of the dikes, between South Beveland, and Wol- 
phai'trdjk, and Eafl Be^eland ; the communication has been 
interrupted ; and a projcd); is now in contemplation 'bj 
'which it is propofed id unite the bafon of Ter Goes with 
the £afi Scheldt, by means of an artificial channel like that 
of Middleburg. 

f The bombardment of the town of Flulhing has occa* 
fioned a conilderable diminution in the number of its inha« 
bitantsj both by death and emigration* 
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the houfes well built of brick, and extreme- 
ly neat in their appearance. They are fur- 
rounded by ramparts of earth and wet 
ditches, their former fortifications, but thefe 
in every inftance except at Flufhing and 
Veere, have of late years been wholly neg- 
lefted, and the ramparts unprovided with 
artillery. They have never had any fort of 
jglacis or outworks: a road, planted with 
regular rows of the elm tree, generally fol- 
lows the outline of the ditch, and furrpunds 
the whole of the town. 

The villages contain upon an aver- 
age from two to three hundred inhabi- 
tants ; South Beveland is more interfperfed 
with fingle farm-houfes than the othep: 
iflands of Zeeland ; all of thefe have large 
and well tjiatched barns attached to the 
farm, capable of containing from four 
to five hundred men; fo that no coun- 
try could be more favourable for the c^Ur 
tonment of troops. 

The province of Zeeland abounds in 
horned cattle, and affords plenty of milk, and 
excellent butter ; the numerous waggons, 
and a ftrong breed of draught horfes, which 
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are met with in all the iflands, fupply an 
cafy means of conveyance. 

The inhabitants of the villages are a fober 
induftrious race of people ; attached to their 
own cuftoms arid prejudices, flow of com- 
prehenfion, but patient and perfevering : 
conftantly engaged in the purfuits of agri- 
culture, they lead a life of routine and unifor- 
mity ; their chief anxiety is the fecurity of 
their dikes, and in the prefervation of thefe, 
they have ever difplayed great {kill and per- 
feverance. 

The inhabitants of the towns of Zee- 
land prefent greater originality of man- 
ners than perhaps occurs in any other 
fituation, fo open to communication and in- 
tercourfe, with the reft of the world. The 
influence of climate is in this refpeft highly 
remarkable. The natives of towns, and par- 
ticularly fea ports, of almoft all European 
countries, bear a great refemblance to each 
other, both in habits and charafter : they are 
generally lively, intelligent, and inquifitive : 
it is not fo in Zeeland. The inhabitants 
live much within themfelves ; their inter, 
courfe is generally confined to their own fa- 
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rallies : the pleafures of mixed focicty are 
but little known or valued ; their feelings 
are dull, and they are only afFefted by what 
immediately concerns them. In the towns, 
as well as in the villages, the men, even in 
the higher clafTes, are conftantly fmoking, 
an expedient reforted to as the means of 
banifliing all fort of thought, and the grand 
folace of minds vacant and uncultivated. 

Throughout Zeeland there are no Iprings 
or frefh water rivers. The rains alone fupply 
the water, which is confumed by the inha* 



bitants, and for the purpofeofcoUeAing it, 
each houfe has its tank or ciftern : the 
country is alfo interfefted by ditches and 
water-qourfes in every direftion ; on either 
fide of the fand-hills, whether towards the 
land or the fea, a better fort of water, the 
depofit of the rains, is found by digging at 
the foot of them ; as is indeed the cafe in 
all fandy heights near the fea : the fame faft 
is obferved on the coafts of Egypt, as i a 
the provinces of North Holland and Zee- 
land. 
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The ifland of Walcheren is the moft po- 
pulous and moft important of all the iflands 
of Zeeland. Middleburg is the feat of go- 
vernment, and capital of the province. — 
Flufhing and Veere offer good harbours on 
the fea, and the former has always been a 
cohfiderable na;val eftabliftiment: Wal- 
cheren is about thirty- fix miles in circumfe- 
rence ; towards the North Sea it prefents a 
ridge of fand-hills generally from thirty to 
fixty feet above the level of high-water 
mark : this ridge, commencing about a mile 
to the fouthward of the Haak battery, ex- 
tends along the coaft to within one mile arid 
a half of Flufhing, and this fpace, with the 
interf uption of a fmall fandy height, is occu- 
pied by an artificial dike, connefting the 
weftern coaft of the illand with the town. It 
is true, that this chain of fand-hills is inter- 
rupted by the celebrated dike of W6ft Ca- 
/ pelle ; which extends about two miles, 
forniing an artificial fhore, and uniting the 
Domburg fand-hills with thofe of Zoute- 
lande : formerly, however, there was no in- 
terruption in the chain, and the interior 
fubfta^ce of the dike is a6lu%lly compofed 
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of the low fandy haghts^ whkh once forved 
as a natural barrier s^ainft the ocean. £aft* 
ward of Flufhing, with the exception of a 
finall interval of fand-hills^ about four hun«; 
dred yards in lengthy and commencing about 
a quarter of a mile from the to wn^ an artificial 
dike is continued along the eaftem (hore 
of the ifland, as far as where the natural 
fand-hills commence near the Haak battery* 
Towards the north point of the iflandthc 
fand-hills occupy a fpace about three quar- 
ters of a mile in breadth ; as they extend to 
the weft and fouthward their breadth gra- 
dually decreafes ; until at laft, towards Zoijr 
telande, and more to the fouthward, they 
conftitute a fteep and narrow ridge ; tte 
fummit of which nearly terminates in a 
point. Thefe •heights, immediately on tiiie 
fea coaft, confift of a fine (and, the fttrfisKJc 
of which is continually fhifting with the 
wind : the land fides are interfperfed with a 
coarfe fort of grafs,- which naturally grows 
there ; tufts of which are planted, in many 
inftances/on the flopes towards the fea, for 
the purpofe of preferving and retaining the 
fand. The fand-hills between Weft Capcfle 
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and the northern point of Walcheren ofFef/ 
in many fituations^ moft favourable fpots for 
huts or encampments : they are confidered 
by the inhabitants as the moft healthy part 
of the ifland. Indeed, the drynefs and eleva- 
tion of the foil, and its conftant expofure 
to the fea-breezes muft, in a great meafure^ 
protefl: them from thofe diforders which are 
folely caufed by the exhalations of a low and 
fwampy country. 

From the Haak battery to the Nolle point 
the coaft invariably prefents a flat fandy 
-beach : without bays or indentures of any 
kind, it ofiFers no favourable points of de^ 
barkation, and in many (ituations a low fand- 
bank runs parallel to the fhore, on which 
there is continually a furf. Immediately 
fouth of the Haak battery is a deep fandy 
beach^ well fhdtered from the fea-winds and 
^y of accefs : this is by far the beft landing- 
place on the ifland. 

The dike of Weft Capdle prefents an ar- 
tificial beach of matted flxaw work ; having 
an inclination towards the fea of one foot in 
twelve : at the foot of the flope are placed 
fiakes and ftones for the fecurity of the dike ; 
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lb that a debarkation in this'party even in 
the fined weather, would be attended with; 
rfflc and difficulty. 

According to the diredion of the wind 
tfaeeaft oir weftfide of the Bree Zand, (after 
that part of the coaft near the Haak battery) 
is the moft favourable landing .pllace ; h^ 
caufe there is generally but little furf in thtt; 
part ; although the coaft is always flat and 
inconvenient. Between the Haak battery 
and Weft Capelle, the fand-hills are more 
eafily traverf<^d by an invading army^ Hmnt 
from Weft Capcll^s towards Zoutelaride ; be-^ 
caufe in the latter inftance they are fteep 
and difficult of accefs. > -^ , . - 

St. Jooftland may be confidfered a part of 
Walcheren^ although in fa£l: it is feparated 
from this latter by a creek or inlet of the 
fea : this creek on one fide forms part of the 
channel communicating with the town of 
Middelburg, and is called the Welzingd 
Gat : on the other fide it is termed the Ar-^ 
nemuidenfe Gat^ aifd is the water communi-- 
cation between the little town of Arnemui? 
dpn and the Sloe channel. 



The Polders of St. Jooftland were inclofdAl 
about the middle of the 17th century. 

Immediately oppofite to Nieuwland, avil^ ] 
lage in the ifland of St. Jooftland, com-r 
mences the canal leading to Midddburg jl 
it is formed by two parallel dikes, extendic 
in a ftraight line, until they reach the town» | 
about one mile and an half from the Wei-* 
zinge Gat. The bafons of Middelburg J 
formerly admitted vefiels drawing fron* ] 
twenty to twenty-four feet of water; but itt i 
conlcquence of the accumulation of mud, 
and neglefl in cleanfmg the harbour, only I 
brigs and veffels, drawing twelve feet of I 
■water, can now have any communicatioq l 
with the town. 

At the commencement of the late cam- 
paign, the defences of the ifland of Walche- 
ren confifted of the Fort den Haak, a con- 
temptible work at the entrance of the Veerc 1 
Gat, inclofed with palifades, but commanded 
fay the adjacent fand-hills, befides feven open 
eoaft batteries ; which, including the Haal^ 
battery, were mounted with about forty 
pieces of artillery. The principal points. 
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however, of defence were Veere, the CaiUe of 
Ilammikins, and Fiu(hing. 

Veere, like the other towns of Zeelandj 
was furrounded by a rampart of earth, with 
a wide and muddy ditch, which was badly 
flanked by the works of the place ; the foot 
of the e:Kterior (lope was palifaded ; the town 
bad two entrances on the land fide, each 
having its draw-bridge ; the approach along 
|he dikes was guarded by chevaux-de-frize 
and double rows of palifades. 

The deep water channel of the Sloe paf- 
iage pafles immediately under the walls of 
Veere ; and as the water is feldom much 
afife6led by the wind in this part, the an- 
chorage before the place is fafe and conve* 
nient : a haven, capable of containing veflels 
drawing from twelve to fourteen feet of 
water, extends from one end of the town to 
the other. 

Rammikins was a fmall fort of brick in a 
mofl dilapidated ftate, and having a high re- 
vetment : its walls were partly waftied by 
the fea : on the land fide, except where the 
dikes met the work, it was furrounded by s^ 
deep and impafTable luarfli. I^ammikinsi 
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afted as a fea battery, and commanded a good 
place of anchorage : it was placed at the 
entrance of the Welzinge channel, which 
leads to the town of Middelburg. The pof- 
feflion of this point is necefTary to enfure 
the communication between the Eaft and 
Weft Scheldt by means of the Sloe paflage. 

The town of Flufhing, placed at the 
fouthern extremity of Walcheren, contained 
two confiderable bafons, the old and new 
harbour — the former was only prafticable 
for brigs and fmall merchant fliips ; the lat- 
ter was capacious, and with fo great a depth 
of water, that line-of-battle (hips, without 
their guns, might lie there in perfeft fccuri* 
ty ♦. 

The dock-yard was on the eaft fide of the 
outer bafon of the new harbour, which was 
feparated by flood-gates from the inner ba- 
fon. A feventy-four gun (hip, a frigate, and 
a brig might have been conftrufted here at 
the fame time : the dock-yard however was 

. * The FrcD<:h flcef, qow tt Antwerp, qpnfifling of ten 
fail of the line, ^viniered in this bafpn laft } ear 1808 and 
1S09. They were not removed frqin Fiuihing (ill the com* 
meirccment of April 1809. 
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ftiuch confined, and muft be confideredas 
having been a very inferior fort of eftablifli* 
ment. 

Towards the land fide, Flufliing was in- 
clofed with a line of baftions, extending from 
one fea dike to the other : thefe works were 
of earth, and the foot of the exterior flope 
palifaded: the flanks of the baftions were 
perpendicular to the curtain; and their 
conftruftion was in other refpefts extremely 
defective. The rampart was low, command* 
ed by the fea dike, except on the flanks of the 
pofition, in great want of repair, without 
traverfes,or bomb-proof cover for the garri- 
fon. In front of thefe fortifications was a re- 
fpeftable ditch, though without any fort of 
glacis ; the baftions on the flanks, where the 
fea dike met the works, were of brick, in a 
very weak and negleQed ftate,and liable to be 
breached at a diftance of one thoufand 
yards from the place : in front of each flank 
on the fea dike, the French had conftru6led 
a fort of outwork with a low parapet, on 
which a few guns were mounted : they had 
alfo added a ravelin before each of the gates^ 
communicating with the country. Through* 
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out the land front there were diftributed 
about fifty pieces of artillery : only fourteen 
of thefe were twenty-four pounder guns, the 
reft were chiefly field-pieces and howitzers : 
almofl: all of them were mounted en bartem 
without merlons or traverfes. 

Towards the fea, the tow4i was enclofed 
by a wall of brick- work ; behind which was. 
a rampart, in many places offering powerful 
batteries both of guns and mortars towards 
the Deurloo channel, and the anchorage in 
front of the town. By thefe preparations it 
would appear that the enemy were in 
greater apprehenfion of a fea-bombardment 
than of a regular attack from the land. 

The French, however, had formed more 
extenfive projefts of defence, in proportion 
to the importance they attached to the po- 
fition : the bafis of their plans was founded 
on a propofed inundation, with refpeftable 
cafemated works on either flank for the fe- 
curity of the dikes, leading to the body of the 
place *. They had indeed begun to carry 

* Tbc followifig ti tbe copy of aa order of Bonapacte 
rdlMtifeto the liefenceof Flufiiing : 

*' Sa Majefii PEmpereur.et Hoi, dans ud ordre du ^ 
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their proje£h into ^xecutiott, as appeaw by 
the excavations already made, about 2000 
yards in front of the town. The ground in 
the ' neighbourhood of Fluftiing, like the 
other parts of the ifland, is much interfered 
by ditches, and interfperfed with plantations 
of trees and orchards : on the weft fide, in 
front of the gate of Middelburg, was a fort 
of fuburb, called Old Flufhing. 

In the month of July, when the Englifli 
debarked in Zeeland, there were about four 
thoufand troops in the ifland of Walcheren ; 
confifting chiefly of Pruflians, Spaniards, 
Dutch, and Iriflimen : the enemy had few 
artillery-men, and were in faft wholly tin* 

Mars 1808, a posd les bafes dela d^fenfe de Fleifingtte, dans 
les termes fuiYans/' 

1. ^' La defenfe de Fleffingue, eft fondee fur I'inoadatioa, 
en cas qae renaemi fe prefente, on doit couper les digues, et 
mettre l*ifle fous I'eau/' 

2. ^^ Cependant I'ennemi peut toujours cheminer fur les 
digues : dVilIeurs il faut defeadre. I'entrei da port pi^ur con* 
fetver la communication ayec le Continent. II faut done 
qu^on occupe nn point fur cha^ue digue, i entiron 1,000 
toifes de Pentre^ d|i chenal ; de nianiere que de cbaqua 
c^te Pennemi ne puifiTe f'etablir qu'a 1,^00 toifes : ddilors le 
«anon efi fani effet^ et Fleffingue ne pent pas 4tre blo^uei*'^ 
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pi^paredf to tindei'takc the ardudcii labours 
of the defence of fucha place as Flufhing, 

Throughout the province of Zceland 
Walcheren was the only place where any 
f^rt of oppofition could be expefted. South 
Beveland was wholly without troops : on its 
foiithern coaft, it is true, there were five 
open batteries on the fca-dike ; in which 
were mounted fifty twenty-four pounders, 
thrte howitzers, and four mortars. The 
fort of Bathz,* placed at the fouth-eaft ex-- 
tiemity of South Beveland, and ypmediately 
oppofite to the town of Sendvliet, was merely 
a fquare earth wdrk, badly flanked ; and 
contained, with an open battery on the fea 
dike in its front, fourteen guns, and four 
howitzers : this fort^ however, having a wide 
wet ditch, was fecure from an affault. In 
Bergen-op-Zoom, the chef d! xuvre of the 
Dutch engineer Coehorn, there were no re- 

* The Polder of Bathz was inclofed in the year 1775 : — 
it extends beyond Waarden', and is not reprefented upon 
any of the printed maps of Zeeland, except in the French 
cliart of the Weft Scheldt, and in a general map of Zecland, 
publilhed by Covens and Morder, at Amftcrdam ; — an^ 
in this lat it has been added* to th^ plate^ after the original 
imWieatioh;* ":•' '" " ' ' ' 
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gular troops : it was without any fort of gar* 
rifon. 

Above the fort of Bathz, the defences of 
the Scheldt confifted of Fort Lillo on the 
right, and Lief kenflioek on the left bank 
of the river ; befides other more inconfi- 
derable works between thofe places and 
Antwerp. Above the town of Antwerp is 
a regular citadel; while the approach on 

« 

the left bank is covered by an outworkt 
called the Tete de Flandres ; the ground in 
front of which may be eafily inundated ; 
and the fame advantage may be obtained in 
the neighbourhood of Lillo and Liefken- 
fhoek. The coafts of the Eaft Scheldt were 
wholly unprotefled : not a gun, not a fol- 
dier ftood in our way, from the Roompctt 
toBergen-op-Zoom. 
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NARRATIVE, &c 



X HE preceding dcfcriptiort, which the 
author has feared to ext end too much into 
minute detail, will convey to the general 
reader a fufficient knowledge of the nature 
of the iflands of Zeeland ; of the navigation 
of the various branches of the fea, by which 
they are interfered, and of the unprepared 
ftate of the enemy. No more has been ad- 
duced than what might, and ought to have 
been known by the Cabinet and the Com- 
mander in Chief before the departure of the 
expedition. The proximity of the fituation, 
and the continual intercourfe which has ex« 
ifted between the (hores of Holland and our 
own country^ afforded ample means of in- 
formation; while the aflumed importance 
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of the enterprife, and above all the rifle of 
tarniftiing the honour of a Britilh army, and. 
degrading the wifdom of our councils, im- 
pofed the neceffity of obtaining the moft 
perfeft knowledge of every circumftance 
connefted with the undertaking. It will how- 
ever appear in the fequel, that fcarcely any 
part of fuch knowledge was poflefled either 
by thofe who planned, or by thofe who con- 
duSed the expedition. — The face of the 
country, its foil and climate ; theuavigatibn 
ofthe.Eaft Scheldt;^ . and Ae abfolutely de- 
lenceleis ftate of its Chores : the defences of 
^alcnereni South Beveland^ and the fouth- 
ern flipres pf the Weft Scheldt, and. even the 
^eographicfil. pofitiouof the fort of 3athz^f 
were all imknowcu » 

In a- ftate, of a®6ling doqbt and igno- 
jrance J both unacquainted with the country 
and the refiftance it might oppofe to us, wc 
, wer^e obliged to detacl;i reconnoitering parties 



,^ . * It ia ap extraor^nary fa^i;, that on 4^ printed fDaps#f 
Zeeland and part of Flanders, delivered to the Staff frtm 
the QuarWMafter General's office, Bathz if as marked in 

nanakript letters fix pr lertn miles to tlia ^urdhrard of its 

veal. ^^uat^Mia ' 
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to afcertain the fafts which have been flatcd' 
and might have been previoufly known :, 
much time was in cobfequcnce loft; and 
fuch were the meafures adopted, that had. 
the enemy conduced himfelf with vigour 
and judgment, the partial fuccefs that we 
met with could not have been obtained. 

Such a ftatement will naturally amaze 
and fhock every reftefting mind : — in other 
times it would have been incredible; but 
frequent failures have prepared us to believo 
in the misfortunes of our armies ; and ther 
truth of what has been faid, and what fol- 
lows, may be eftablilhed by a reference ta 
authentic documents, arid by the concurrent^ 
teimony of every difintereftcd officer wha 
attended the expedition. 

Towards the en,d of July was aflembledji 
on the fhores of England, one of the moft 
confiderablc armaments that had ever been? 
prepared in this country; confifting of a 
military force of 34,000 infantry, 2,000 ca- 
valry, fixteen companies of artillery, one 
troop of horfe artillery, three hundred mill* 
tary artificers afting under twenty^eight 
officers of engineers, two companies of th^ 
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ftafF corps, and a detachment of the waggon 
train ; the whole commanded by the Earl 
of Chatham : and of a naval force of thirty- 
nine fail of the line, and thirty-fix frigates^ 
beiides mortar veffels and gun-boats, under 
the orders of Rear Admiral Sir Richard 
Strachan. 

The immediate objeft of this armament 
was fuppofed to be the occupation of 
fome of the iflands of Zeeland, and the 
capture or deftruftion of the enemy's fleet 
in the Scheldt. The arrangements with re* 
fpeft to the debarkation of the army were 
for the moft part intrufted to Sir Home Pop- 
ham : indeed from the great local knowledge 
which that officer was fuppofed topoflefs, it 
was thought by many that he was the original 
mover of the expedition, and that the ge- 
neral difpofition of attack had been fuggefted 
by him. 

The following is an outline of the plan 
that was formed before the departure of the 
army, from the fhores of England. The oc* 
cupation of Walcheren was confided to Lieut.. 
General Sir Eyre Coote, and the left wing 
•fthearmyi confiding of i^ioooman: the 
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^oint of debarkdtioti depetided upbn the dircc* 
tion of the wind, and further operation^ 
on the ftate of the defences of the ifland : 
for fuch was our information, that it was 
doubtful whether Veere, Middelburg, ^tA 
FiuOiing^, were not places of confiderabli 
ftrength, and each requiring a feparate attack; 

The Marquis of Huntley, at the head of 
5000 men, was direfted to land upon the 
ifland of Cadfand, and to maintain himfelf in 
an intrenched pofition, with a view to cut 
off the, communication between the town of 
Flufhing and the continent. 

A force of 5000 men under Lieu tenant- 
General Grofvenor, was deftined to occupy 
the ifland of Schouwen, while Sir John 
Hope, with the referve, amounting to 7500 
men, was ordered to eflFeft a landing in South 
Bevel and, to carry the enemy's defences in 
that ifland, and afl as a corps of obfervation 
during the attack of Walcheren. 

It was underfl:ood that the remainder of 
the army, codfiftiog folely of Lord Rofs* 
Yfti^s divifion,^ slbout one third of which w6rc 
•ivalry, would reniain cinbarked until thfeir 
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fervices were required for the profecution of 
the ulterior objedlof the armament. 

Such was the difpofition for the movements 
of the army previous to its departure from 
England : the poffeffion of Walcheren was 
the primary obje6l, and confidered indifpen- 
fible to the fuccefs of our views on the ene- 
my's fquadron and arfenal at Antwerp. 

The Venerable, of 74 guns, having on 
board the Earl of Chatham, and Rear Ad- 
miral Sir Richard Strachan, and accompa- 
nied by the divifions of Sir John Hope and 
the Marquis of Huntley, failed from the 
Downs on the morning of the 28th July : on 
the evening of the fame day, the Commander 
in Chief anchored off the weft coaft of Wal- 
cheren, and Sir John Hope took a ftation 
about feven or eight leagues in a wefterly di- 
reftion from that ifland. The Marquis of 
Huntley, after anchoring twice in the Wei- 
linge paflage, at lergth took his ftation off 
Cadfand, on the 31ft July, previous to the 
intended debarkation of the troops under 
his command. The left wing, under Sir 
Eyre Coote, followed on the 29th July, and 
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joined head-quarters on that evening, and on 
thd morning of the .30th. 

General Grofvenor's divifion, which had 
lailed from Harwich, anchored in the Room* 
pot on the ift of Auguft. 
- During the 29th July, a ftrong breeze 
from the weft ward rendered a debarkation 
on the weftern ftiorcs of Walcheren, and on 
the ifland of Cadfand, wholly imprafticable. 
On the 30th, the left wing of the army, un-^ 
der Sir Eyre Coote, fleered direfitly for the 
Rbomppt, and in the courfe of the afternoon, 
a detachment of this corps effefted a landing, 
without oppofition, on the Bree Zand, at the 
northern point of the ifland of Walcheren* 
The Haak battery was immediately carried, 
and the Englifli force took up a poiition, 
with their left at the Haak battery, and their 
right in the fand hills ; the village of Eaft 
Capelle being in front of the center. To- 
wards night, a part of chp 71 ft regiment, under 
Lieut. Colonel Pack, advanced upon Veere ; 
and Colonel Pack, himfel^ was a6lually up- 
on the ftanding part of the bridge at the en- 
trance of the town, the draw-bridge having 
been previoufly raifed, when a galling fire 
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ofgirape compelled thie dfiUckmtAt to retire^ 
'virith the lofs of twe^ty^ laeo in killed and 

li^ounded* 

Id the meap time every exertion w£^ uied 
for the debarkation of tbe whole of the le& 
mpg of the ^rmy ; thf boats and launckes 
attached to. Sit John Hope's divifion were 
Qrdered to affift dMring the night of the 30th ; 
*nd on th? following mdrning the remainder 
of the corps under Sir Eyre Gqote was dif-- 
embarked ; ajid preparations were made for 
the forward movement of the army : early 
on the morning of the 3lfl;» a brifk cannon- 
ade was commenced b;? our gun-boats on 
the town of Veere, which was vigoroufly 
returned by the enemy, and at that tima 
they {hewed no intention to capitulate. -?«. 
Lieutenant-General Frazer, with part of his 
divifion, was therefore left to mafic the po*. 
fition of Veere ; and about one o'clock io 
the afternoon of the 31ft July, the army ad» - 
vanced in three columns : the right column 
moved towards the village- of Melifkeike: 
the centre, under Lord Paget, on Gryps- 
kcrke : and the remainder of General Fra-. 
zer's divifion, under Qener al Houiloun,upoa 
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the viltsige of St Laurents. The French 
Genera) Qfiient who commanded the cor pi 
deftined to watch the movements of tho 
Britifh army, having retired beyond Mid* 
deiburg, that town^ without guns or gam 
rifon, was permitted to enter into a capilu W 
tion, confifting of eight articles^ which waa 
figned on the. 31ft July : a circumftancc 
tiiat perhaps betrayed (bme ignorance in the 
praSice of war ; ibr» on the fame prii^cipki^ 
we might have beea delayed by making 
lerms with, every village in the ifland.. 

On the morning of the ifl: of Auguft» the 
garrifon of Veere, amounting to.5 19 officers 
and foldiers^ capitulated^ and were made 
prifoners of war : on the fame day. General 
Graham's corps moved forward on the rightf 
Lord PagetV in the centre, and General 
Houftoun's on the left, for the invellment 
of the town of Flufhing : the advance of the 
troops was (barply contefted by General 
Ofden on the Middelburg road, as:well as on 
^ right, in the fand hills, where the enemy 's 
riflemen were continually engaged with the 
advanced guard of General Graham's divi^ 
fioQ. Oo the evening of the \^ o^ Auguftt 
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the Britifh army occupied the following pd- 
fition : the moft advanced part of General 
Graham's corps was pofted on the dike be- 
yond the Nolle point ; Lord Paget held Weft 
Souburg5 and the neighbourhood '; and part 
of General Frazer's divifion, Eaft Souburg, 
the village of Rittheni, and a point on the 
eaftern fea dike of the ifland, about two 
miles from the town. — General Frazer, after 
leaving a fmall detachment at Veerc, took 
poft at Ritthem, with the remainder of his 
divilion, having previoufly detached a corps 
for the reduftion of fort Rammikins.— Head 
quarters were eftabliftied at Middelburg. 

The commanding officers of artillery and 
engineers were now direfted to ufe every 
poffible exertion in forwarding the prepara- 
tions neceflary for the attack of Flufhing : 
heavy artillery was difembarked, depots of 
entrenching tools were formed, and every 
arrangement made for immediate operations 
againft the town. 

In the mean time the fort of Rammikins 
furrendered on the afternoon of the 3d Au-r 
guft, before the battery which had been 
eroded againft it was completed; and. one 
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hundred and twenty-feven perfons, including 
the commandant, officers, and private foldiers, 
were made prifoners. 

While the left wing of the army was em* 
ployed in the invellment of Flufhing, the re- 
ferve took pofleffion of the ifland of South 
Beveland ; and we have now to defcribe thm 
operations of that corps ofthe army. 

On the 29th July, Sir John HopeV divi- 
fion, condu£led by Rear Admiral Sir Richard 
Keat$9 proceeded along the north-weft coaft 
of Walcheren, pafled the entrance of the 
Veere Gat, and about four in the afternoon 
anchored in the Roompot, between the 
iflands of Schouwen and North Beveland. — 
Sir Home Popham, inafmall veflel, imme- 
diately proceeded to reconnoitre the channel 
as far as the village of Kolyn's plaat in North 
Beveland, about nine miles from the fleet, 
and found it praftjcable for the largeft fhips 
of war. Sir Home returned that evening to 
the Commander in Chief, and made his re- 
port to Sir R. Strachan, who was ftill at 
anchor off the weft coaft of the ifland of 
Walcheren. 

Op the following day, July 30, Captain 
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Peakc, of the royal navy, and an officer of 
engineers, were direfted to reconnoitre the 
channel and fhores of the Eaft Scheldt, as 
far as it might be pra£iicab!e: they proceed- 
ed nearly to Wemelding, in South Beveland, 
and reported, that the (hores on either fide 
were wholly without defence; and that a 
channel, having a depth of water from five' 
to ten fathoms, extended the whole way from 
the Roompot to the village of Wemelding ; 
a circumflance, with regard to which there 
had, till that moment, exifted the greatefl: 
doubt and anxiety.— Sir Home Popham had 
indeed heard that Dutch Eaft India ftilps 
were accuftomed to refort to Zierickzee; but 
he could not fpeak with certainty as to the 
poflibility of large velTels pa[fing beyond it. 
Sir Richard Keats perceiving the diffi- 
culty of moving large {hips through an un- 
known channel, exerted Iiimfelf to collect 
feme of the larger fchuyis of the country 
for the conveyance of the troops to the up- 
per fiiore of South Beveland : Sir John 
Hope being defi rous to effeft his debarkation 
as near as pofiible to Ter Goes, (he capital 
of the ifland. This delay became of lefs 
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confequence, becaufe of another dbllacle 
which was oppofed to the landing of Sir 
John Hope's divifion, on the 30th ; all the 
launches aiid boats under Sir R. Keats, were 
ordered by fignal from the chief flag (hip, 
to a{Rft in the debarkation at Walcheren^ 
and did hot return to the fquadron till the 
night of the 30th. 

Early on the morning of the 3 1 fl: of July, 
Sir John Hope's divifion weighed anchor, 
and proceeded towards Zierickzee, in the 
ifland of Schouwen ; as the fquadron ad- 
vanced, a fmall flotilla of Dutch gun- boats, 
Rationed at the mouth of the Keeten chan- 
nel, fet fail and made to the northward. 
About nine in the forenoon, the divifion 
anchored off Zierickzee, and remained fta- 
tionary during the refl: of the day ; for al- 
though the troops had been moved into the 
boats and fmall veflels for the purpofe of 
landing near the village of Wemelding, the 
debarkation was deferred, on account of a 
very fl:rong wind from the S. Weft. 

In the afternoon of the 31ft July, fourteen 
of the enemy's gun boats efcaped through 
the channel of the Sand Kreek between 

H 
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North Beveland, and Wolphartfdyk : they 
had failed from the harbour of Veere ; and 
after exchanging fhots with the Crocus brig 
of war, which had weighed anchor for the 
purpofe of engaging them, thefe gun boats 
fleered direftly towards Tholen and Bergen- 
dp-Zoom. Had Sir R. Keats been informed 
of the fituation of this channel, and its con- 
nexion with the Veer Gat, thefe vefFels 
AVouId inevitably have fallen into our hands. 

Three of the enemy's line of battle fhips 
were perceived at anchor towards the Eaft 
extremity of South Beveland : on the follow- 
ing day thefe vcflels weighed, and joined the 
remainder of the fleet above Lillo and Lief- 
kenftioek. 

On ift of Auguft, the weather being more 
favourable, the brigs of war and fmaller 
armed vefFels proceeded to take their ftation 
off the (horc of South Beveland, between the 
villages of Wemelding and Kattendyk; with 
a view to cover the landing of the troops, it 
being then unknown whether or not any 
oppofition might be expefted : the troops 
were put on board the boats and launches 
of the fquadron, while at the anchorage off 
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the town of Zierickzee; and about one 
o'clock in the afternoon two thoufand ftiea 
were difembarked on the dike between Wc- 
melding and Kattendyk, about five milesi 
from Ter Goes, the capital of the ifland ; 
foon afterwards, the magiflrates of the towa 
came forward, and placed themfelves under 
the proteftion of the Englifh. Head quarters 
were immediately eflabliftied at Ter Goes j 
Lord Dalhoufie occupied the village of 
St. Graven Polder, Sir William Erfkine 
Wiffenkerke and the neighbourhood ; while 
General Difney advanced to Capelle, with 
orders to patrole as far as Vlakc and Schore 
in the center of the ifland. The remainder 
of Sir John Hope's divifion were landed on 

the following day. 

» 

On the morning of the 2d the brigade of 
Guards under General Difney moved for-- 
ward and occupied the villages of Waard^n 
and Krabbendyk. Lord Dalhoufie's bri- 
gade was cantoned at Schore, and Sir Wil- 
liam Erflcine occupied Capelle : the ad- 
vanced guard of General Difney s corps fell 
in with and made prifoners about one hun- 
dred men including three officers of a Dutch 
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regiment : part of a detactiment, which 
under their General Bruce had made their 
efcape acrofs the Sloe paflage from the 
ifland of Walcheren on the gist July. On 
the road between the villages of Kruinigen 
and Waarden, the enemy had commenced a 
battery of three guns ; which, however, they 
precipitately abandoned, and retired towards 
Bathz, when they were informed of the ad- 
vance of the Englifh. • 

■ Sir John Hope, after the arrival of the 
troops at Waarden, direfted an officer of 
engineers to reconnoitre and report upon the 
Ctuation and ftrength of Fort Bathz : the 

* 

nature of its defences was wholly unknown 
at head quarters ; indeed moft of our fu- 
periors had an idea, that it was placed on an 
infulated fpot, built with mafonry, flanked, 
and well planted with cannon. While the 
reconnoitring party was on its march, mef- 
fengers arrived from Bathz, dating, that 
General Bruce, after fpiking the guns and 
deftroying the ammunition in the fort, 
had crofled over to Bergen-op-Zoom 
with the remainder of his detachment, 
and requefting that the Englifh would take 
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immediate pofleffion. General Difney in 
confequence moved forward with a fmall 
detachment, and Bathz was occupied about 
feven o'clock in the afternoon of the 2d Au- 
guft : fo that the whole of South Beveland 
was in our poffeffion thirty hours after Sir 
John Hope's debarkation. 

How fortunate for this part of the opera* 
tion, that the fort of Bathz proved fo very 
different both in fituation and importance, 
from what it had been reprefented at the 
head quarters of the Commander in Chief. 
Sir John Hope was not provided with a 
fingle piece of heavy artillery : and, if the 
Dutch General Bruce had afted like a foldier, 
he might have ferioufly delayed the fuccefs 
of the operations of the referve : for al- 
though Bathz is a contemptible work, a wide 
and deep ditch protefls it from a coup-de^ 
main ; it would have been neCeflary to et 
tablifti fome fort of battery for its reduftion ; 
befides the place is fituated precifely on the 
deep water channel of the Weft Scheldt, and 
the numerous fhips of the enemy both above 
and below Lillo would have conftantly fup- 
plied and reinforced the garrifon, while the 
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gun-brigs and fmaller vefTcIs woukT have 
effeftually co-operated in its defence. 

From this period,the 2d Auguft, Sir John 
Hope's divifion remained inaftive in South 
Beveland, and was confidered merely as a 
corps of obfervation during the attack of 
Walcheren. 

In the mean time ;the fliores of the Eall 
Scheldt having been found defencelefs, Ge- 
neral Grofvenor's divifion, inftead ofdif- 
embarking on the ifland of Schouwen, land- 
ed on the coaft of Walcheren, and proceeded 
to aflift in the operations before Flufhing. 
The debarkation on the ifland of Cadfand 
did not take place, becaufe no greater num- 
ber of boats could be collefted, than fuflfi- 
cient for the tranfport of fix hundred men at 
once to the fliore. Th^ detachment, it was 
conceived, would be too fmall to effeft a 
landing in the face of the enemy and for the 
prefent, the divifion of the Marquig of 
Huntley remained inaftive off the fliore of 
Cadfand. 

We now return to the operations againft 
the town of Flufhing, The original plan 
of attack was to reduce the place by means 
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of bombardment : and batteries were pro- 
pofed and eftabliftied without any fort of 
confideration or reference to the enemy's 
defences : we unfkilfuUy decided to take by 
violence what might have been far more 
eafily fecured by fcientific and able arrange- 
ments: we employed thirty-two guns, 
twenty mortars, and four howitzers to reduce 
the contemptible fortrefs of Flufhing ; which 
it would appear might have been forced to 
a more early capitulation by lefs than half 
that proportion of artillery. Belides this 
mode of capturing places is by no means fo 
certain in its efFefts as a regular fcientific 
attack, Fluftiing, for inftance, covers a large 
fpace of ground, and the bombardment 
alone would never juftify its furrender : 
temporary bomb-proofs might have been 
formed^ and other difpofitions made for the 
fafety of its garrifon. Such a mode of war- 
fare is alfo contrary to every principle qf 
humanity or found policy : by a wilful de- 
ftruclion of the property and lives of th(i 
inhabitants of fortified places, we not only 
aggravate the horrors of war, which every 
civilized nation ought to endeavour to avoid; 
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but we naturally andjuftly excite the eternal 
hatred of the people ; which, after the con- 
queft of the place, may be of the moft fe- 
rious difadvantage to purfelves.- -This was 
always the ftriking feature of difference be- 
tween the celebrated engineers Coehorn and 
Vauban : the former carried the place by 
hurling as it were indifcriminately the dread- 
ful weapons of deftrutlion ; the latter con- 
dufted his attacks with fkill, and according 
to the real principles of fcience ; and Vau- 
ban generally fucceeded in a Ihorter period 
than Coehorn. 

Although the bombardment of Flufhing 
was refolved upon, it does not appear that 
there ever exifted any fixed or combined 
plan of operations. The batteries and 
trenches were conftru6led,one after thcother, 
without method or arrangement ; all indeed 
was anarchy and confufion; no officer or 
foldier in the engineer department knew his 
fituation ; their bodies were haraffed with 
unneceffary fatigue, and their fpirits broken 
by a confcioufnefs of the folly of their pro- 
ceedings. 
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The troops Wfcre aftually polled within 
range of the enemy's guns, before any of 
thk (lores necefiary for the attack were 
«ven landed, and without the advantage of 
confining him to his fortifications : the foU 
diers, by an order from head quarters, were 
compelled to work encumbered with their 
^reat coats,* generally without any fort of 
covering party in their front,and frequently, 
while the enemy's advanced parties were 
actually Qn their flank ; the French piquets 
•indeed were fuffered to remain in many ii> 
fiances two mufquet fliots from the place 
^ring the whole of our operations : fo 
ihat by our un(kilful difpofition, a wooded 
and inclofed country, which is generally 
confidered a great difadvantage to the be- 
fieged, proved of the greateft benefit to 
him, and a ferious calamity to ourfelves. 
At the beginning of the operations. Lieute- 
nant Colonel D'Arcy of \\^ royal engineers, 
and Colonel Terrott of the royal artillery, 

* Ettraft from tktf Qenefml Orders of the left wisg of tbt^ 

Weft Souburg, Angufi 7(b| U09, 
<< 7kt mefi to work in ih€ir gr9ui c<^af^" 

I 
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condu6led their feveral departments. In 
what manner the engineer department was 
condu£led, will appear by a reference to the 
annexed plan, which fhews, that the batte- 
ries were generally one thoufand yards from 
the place, and that confcquently the ex- 
tenfive parallel, which was conftru6led at 
fo great a diftance from the enemy's artil- 
lery, was wholly unnecefTary : it will alfo 
be obferved, that the battery on the foot 
road, leading from Weft Souburg to Flufti- 
ing, was well placed for the enfilade of the: 
front, which was fo advantageoufly attacked 
from the pofition of the Nolle : the fituatioa 
however of the enfilading battery was 
wholly accidental ; when this work was £rft 
projeSed, no fort of plan had been decided 
\upon; all was doubt and uncertainty, and 
the execution of the. works was extremely 
flow, in confequencc of. the diforder and 
want of arrangement in the diftribution oi 
the working parties. 

Thus it would appear, that a want of 
ikill and vigour in the condud: of the at-^ 
tack ferioufly impeded our progrefs ; and 
no more decifion was difplayed in the 
other parts of the operations. The 
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illand of Cadfand, which was the only 
place from whence the enemy could 
receive fupplies or reinforcements, was left 
unoccupied ; and the fmaller armed veflels 
had not yet intercepted the communication. 
Advantage was foon taken of this negleft 
by the enemy, and on the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
of Auguil, about three thoufand men pafled 
over from Cadfand to Flufhing. 

Thus reinforced, the garrifon which was 
before unable to aft on the oflFen(ive, pre- 
pared for aftive hoftility ; and about half 
paft five o'clock on the afternoon of the 
7th, General Ofden with a corps of two 
thoufand men, made a vigorous fortie, and 
attacked the right of our pofition. He was 
however bravely repulfcd by the corps, 
under Major General Graham, which was 
pofted in that part of the line ; but the 
Britifh fuffered a Ibfs of fourteen killed, and 
one hundred and forty-one wounded. 

On the 8th, Brig. Gen. Macleod affumed 
the coihmand of the artillery, and Colonel 
Fyers the command of the EnginiSers, by an 
order from head quarters ; on the fame day 
orders were given to prepare the battery oh 
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the foot road in front of Weft Souburg, " 
Jbr the reception of five guns in addition to 
. the fame number for which it had been ori- 
^ ginaily intended. 

Though the latefortielhewed an increafe 
of courage on the part of the enemy, he 
flill neglected advantages that were in his 
power, and took no decided meafures to 
nundate the country in his front. It is true, 
ndeed, that on our Brft debarkation he had 
ad thefmall fluiccs in the counterfcarp 
pfthe ditch, and had afiually begun to cut 
B dike to the caftward of the town with the 
rjntention of letting in the fea-water. But 
^this latter operation was fuddenly aban- 
^jdoned, and not refumed till the loth; af- 
mtCT the Englifli fliips of war had placed 
rthcmfelves in fuch a manner between Cad- 
fand and Flulhing, as effeftually to inter- 
cept the communication, while the wea- 
• tfaer permitted them to keep their ftations. 
The town being now completely invefted, 
l-.the French governor feemed to think more 
) -vigorous meafures neceflary for his defence; 
-and, as our pofidon on the left was at a 
con&derable diftancefrom the works of the 



61 

place^ the cutting of the dike was a6lively 
renewed, in fight of General Frazcr's divi- 
fion, and the fea water began to flow ra- 
pidly through the opening. The water had 
before been feen to rife in the ditches from 
the Ouices^ which had been already opened 
in the counterfcarp of the place ; but it 
now began to flow rapidly through the 
new opening, and the effects of a more fe- 
rious inundation were foon perceived. The 
trenches in many parts became ufelefs, and 
the platforms of fome of the batteries were 
fo far overflowed, as to prevent the ma» 
ticeuvre of the artillery. 

While embarraflinents were thus increaC- 
ing on the land fide, a light fquadron> con- 
fifting often frigates, at length forced the 
paflage of the Weft Scheldt, and pafled the 
batteries of Fluftiing on the evening of the 
11th, with the trifling lofs of two feamen 
killed, and feven wounded; thefe veflels 
were ordered to proceed to Bathz, and take 
their ftation under the fort. 

On the 1 2th the neceflary preparations 
being fat advanced, meafures were con- 
certed for the bombardment of the town, 
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both by fea and land. The batteries, vhicli 
had been commenced on the 3d, were at 
length finiflied ; and on the morning of the 
13th, the whole of them, (with the cxccp* 
tion of what was called the Teaman's battery, 
which was not yet completed,) /were 
mounted with artillery. 

Soon after noon commenced a mofl: tre* 
mendous fire on the devoted town of 
Flulhing. Againll the town only, was our 
attack direfted. The artillery was pointed 
with the fole view of deftroying the houfes, 
magazines, and other buildings. To this 
end nearly ten thoufand rounds of am- 
munition were expended, and feveral 
parts of the town were foon obferved to 
be in flames. 

The commanding generaljhowever, being 
doubtful of the fuccefs of the bombard- 
ment, and alarmed at the progrefs of the 
inundation, which now began ferioufly to 
impede our operations in the low ground^ 
determined to carry forward the attack 
along the dikes on both flanks of the plaoc. 
In the evening, therefore, a lodgment was 
. made on the right of the line in the fwd 
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hiHs between the dike of the Nolle, and 
the body of the place ; and operations 
were alfo projeftcd for a nearer approach 
on the left of our pofition. During the 
whole of the night an uninterrupted fire 
was kept up from the batteries^ and in the 
morning of the 1 4th, the feaman's battery 
being addled to the reft^ it was continued 
withftili greater fury. At the fame time a 
breaching battery, intended to a6l againft 
the left baftion of the enemy's works, was 
marked out on the right in fuch a pofition 
that if it had been completed, i t s fire in 
the courfe of a few hours would have . laid 
the rampart open, and expofed the enemy 
to an immediate aflfault. 
. Thus pafied the 14th, till four o'clock 
in the afternoon, when the firing was fuf* 
pended ; and the Earl of Chatham dire6led 
the commanding general. Sir Eyre Cootc, 
to make an offer of terms to the garrifon ; 
the negociation howev erhaving terminated 
by General Monnet's refufal to furrender, 
at nine o'clock in the evening, the fire from 
the batteries recommenced. The bombard, 
ment now proceeded with as much vi#lence 
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as before, and in the courfe of the night 
difpofiiions were made lor effcfling a lodg- 
ment in advance on the left of our pofi- 
tion ; for foon after our general fire com- 
menced, it was difcovered Jthat the battery 
ofthree twenty-four pounders on the left 
of our line, was fo far removed from the 
place, that it was not only unable to in- 
jure the works on the town of Fluftiing, 
but even to filence a French barbette bat- 
tery of two guns, advanced on the dike 
about five hundred and fixty yards in front 
of the fortifications. On the recommenda- 
tion of Captain Pafley of the Royal Engi- 
neers, who was then detached to the left. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cootc ordered 
that the dike Ihould be occupied one thou- 
fand yards in front of the exifting batteries, 
in order to enable us to conftruft others at 
a proper diflance from the place; and that 
the enemy's advanced battery Ihould be 
carried by aflault, and the guns fpiked, if 
it were not poffible to keep pofleffion of 
them, and put the battery in a ftate of de- 
fence. Lieut, Col. Pack was charged with 
the execution of thele orders, and as it was 
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doubtful, whether the cut in the dike, which 
was in front of the enemy's advanced bat* 
tery, could be pafTed except at low water, 

, that gallant officer with detachments from 
the 36th and 71ft regiments fet out about 
midnight, and advancing along the confined 
breadth of the dike, becaufe all accefs from 
the low ground was cut off by deep ditches, 
end croffing the opening which had been 
made to let in the fea water, he took the 

■ battery at the point of the bayonet ; but the 
officer of engineers, who accompanied Co- 
lonel Pack, not thinking a pofition fo im- 
mediately under the guns of the place le* 

, nable, becaufe of its narrow front, and the 
obftacles in its rear. Colonel Pack retired 
with his detachment to his former pofition. 
In this little affair the bravery of Britifli 

.foldicrs was fplendidly «thibited. They 

.brought off forty prifoners ; but it is not 
known how many of the enemy were kil- 
ied and wounded; the lols- on our fide 
amounted to thirty-eight, officers 'and men 
in killed, wounded, and miffing. 

Soon after this affair on the left, about 
9ue o'clock on the morning of the 15th, 
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General Mohnet feht to exprefs his delire to 
negociate; and the capitulation was at length 
agreed lipon and figned;-in which it was 
fiipulated^ that the garrtfon, amounting to 
five ttioufand eight hundred and three per* 
fons, fliotild Jay down^ their arms in front 
of the pkce, and be ^removed to England 
as prifoners of war. ' 

When ou r army ^ entered Flulhiiig^ ' the 
dreadful tSt&s of the bonobardment v^dtt 
difcovered : more than two hundred antl 
forty-feveh private houfes, two churched, 
and tht tdwn houfe^ containing many im- 
portant.public and private documents^ were 
deftroyed ; and about three hundred and 
thirty-five inoffeiifive per fons, men^ womdn 
and children had loft • their lives ; befides a 
far greater number who were wounded ; 
the garrifon however fuffered little, the 
greater part of them being placed on the 
right of the town, and in comparative fc- 
curity, on account of the very great dif- 

* tance of our batteries, which were oppoled 
to the enemy in this part. 
After the fall of FliiChihgi- there was no- 

'■ thing^to diVea the attention of the coin- 
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isander in chief from the ulterior objeds of. 
the expedition ; wluch may perhaps appear 
to have been in fome degree negleded, 
when we have defcribed the occurrences, 
that took place in South Beveland, from 
the 2d Auguft to the prefent period of 
our narrative. 

When the referve firft occupied Bathz, 
no troops were perceived on the oppofite 
dikes of Brabant or in the neighbourhood 
of Bergen-op-Zoom. Every circumftance 
feemed to indicate that the country was 
without defence : but about thirty French 
brigs of war were feen at anchor in two fe- 
parate divifions between Bathz and Lillo ; 
and ten line of battle (hips and ^ree fri- 
gates were obferved over the land near the 
town of Antwerp. Though the fort of 
Bathz was thus important as a point of ob* 
fervation, in other refp^hs it was of ftill 
greater confequence. In the event of our 
advance towards Antwerp^ it would have 
ferved as a place of depot, and becpme , in 
ia& the deboucbc of the army ; befides en- 
abling us to command the lower part pf the 
Weft Scheldt, and the channel of Bergen^ 
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opiZoom, Sir John Hope was informed 
"of thecaptufc of Bathz at eleven o'clock on 
the night of the fecond of Auguft, the head- 
quarters of the re ferve being then at Ter 
Goes : early on the morning of the third, 
the intelligence muft have reached Middel- 
burg, the head-quarters of the commander 
in<=chief; who, having entrufted the opera- 
tions of the attack on Flufhing to Sir Eyre 
Coote, might, without injury to our pro- 
ceedings in Walcheren, have examined this 
interefting pofition at the diftance of thirty- 
three miles on the following day. 

On the morning of the third Sir John 
Hope vifited Bathz, and direfted that every 
exertion fhouldfae made to re-eftablifh the 
batteries, and to put the place in as good a 
flate of defence, as circumftances would 
admit. All the guns had been fpiked, and 
the carriages much damaged by the enemy; 
but by the aftive exertions of Captain Wil- . 
jnot of the Royal Artillery, five twenty-fouf ' 
pounders were unfpiked and ready for aC*- 
tion on the morning of the ^th- On that 
afternoon, the French flotilla ftationed below 
Lillo weighed anchor, and began a diflant. 
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though incHeduaUcanonade^ vhich the fort 
of Bathz was enabled to returii» and the 
enemy foon retired ; on the fame evening 
the ford acrofi theBergenoop-2U)om channel 
was accidentally difcovered; anditwasnow 
underftood, that during three or four hours 
in the courfe of each tide, we had free accefs 
into Brabant; yet no riconnoijfcmci was 
made, no exertions ufed to afcertain the 
real firength of the enemy. In the event of 
further operations it might alio have been 
advifable to fecure a point on the dike of 
Oozfendrecht, as a fort oltiU dupont with 
refpefl to Bathz and South Beveland ; but 
nothing of the kind was attempted. 

On the 8th the enemy's fhips again ap^ 
proached the fort of Bathz, and kept up a 
cannonade during two or three hours ; 
though with as little efiefl as before ; the 
batteries were then ai^med with fourteen 
twenty-four pouuders; all of Which were 
Dutch guns, and had b^eh fpiked by the 
enemy. ' 

On the gth, the divifiohs of th«f Earl 
of Rbfslyn and the Mar^uifi ' of Htttitley 



landed imd occupied cantomnenU in South 
Beveland. 

The Marquis of Huntley had remained 
off Cadfand till the 6th, when he proceeded 
to thcRoompot; where he joined the Earl 
of Rofslyn, and both divifions were dif- 
erabarked on South Beveland. From this 
time the Earl of Rofslyn took the com- 
mand of the ifland, and he cftablifhed his 
head quarters at Ter Goes ; Sir John Hope 
removed to the village of Schore. 

On the afternoon of the loth, two divi- 
fions, each confifting of fix gun boats 
under Dutch colours, failed from above 
Lillo, and attempted to reach the town of 
Bergen-op-Zoom. The firft divifion was 
fuccefsful : but the veffels compofing the 
latter, grounded on the flats in the Bergen- 
op-Zoom channel during the night of the 
loth, and on the morning of the nth a 
24-pounder, and a howitzer being opened 
Upon lh?m, the enemy fet fire to their gun 
boats, and precipitately abandoned them. 
This was the laft attempt made by the 
^eiBS?; during; our flay at Bathz ; for on 
the afternoon of the fame day (the nth) 



a light fquadron orBritifh veflels conGftlrig 
of 10 floops and brigs of war, and about 
40 gun boats, which had entered the Weft 
Scheldt through the Veer Gat arrived, and 
anchored before the fort. The moft advanced 
of thefe velTels were ftationcd halfway be- 
tween Bathz and Lillo,about three miles and 
a half from each. On the fame day a large 
djvifion of armed fiat boats and launches 
-arrived from the Eaft Scheldt, and formed a 
junction with the former at Bathz. The ene- 
my's flotilla now weighed to feek a more 
diltant ftation between and under the pr»- 
teftion of the forts of Lillo, and Lief- 
kenfliock ; and the garrifon of Bathz was 
at length freed from their infulting menaces. 
We poffeffed Bathz on the2dof Auguft; 
the Eaft Scheldt was open from the be- 
ginning of our operations, fince the fall of 
Rammikins, on the afternoon of the gd, we 
commanded the navigation of the Sloe 
paffage; but eight or nine days elapfcd be- 
fore a fingle Britifli veflel, or armed boat 
of any defcription, arrived at this moft 
important part of South Beveland, and 
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here there v^ both fecure and convenient ■ i 
anchorage. 

On the 15th, a capitulation was enteredij 
into with the iflands of Schouwcn and' 
Duiveland ; and a detachment of 100 men ■ 1 
from the referve was fent to occupy the \ 
town of Zierickzee, the capital of the for- I 
mer. No refiftance was offered at eitheror] 
thofe iflands : from our fir ft entrance intd,; 
the Eaft Scheldt, we had had communica- 
tion with Schouwen. 

On the morning of the i6th, the ten 
frigates which had forced the pafTage of the 
Weft Scheldt on the 1 ith, anchored in front 
of Bathz ; and there was now a refpefta- 
ble force in that quarter ; but the fituation , 
of the enemy was much changed. 

However unprepared they were on our 
firft arrival in Zeeland, it foon appeared 
that their defences were not negleSed : on , 
the 4th, froall parties both of cavalry and 
infantry had been obferved in different fitua- 
tions, and on every fubfequent day the in- 
formation was received, that reinforcemenls 
were -conftantly arriving, and the moft vi- 
gorous preparations making for refiftance, 
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Od both banks of the Scheldt baiteriei were 
ercfting to prevent the further advance of 
our (hips ; a boom chain had been already 
fixed acrofs the river, between Forts Lillo 
and LiefkenQioek ; and arrangements were 
even made by the enemy to fink veffels in 
a narrow part of the channel between thofe 
places and Antwerp. Meafures had been 
taken to cut the dikes of Tholen, and thus 
overflow the country between that place 
and Bergen-op-Zoom ; as alfo to lay the low 
ground in the neighbourhood of Lillo and 
Leifkenlhoek, and the whole of the Polders 
between Halft and the Tite dc Flandus 
under water. General Bernadotte had ar- 
rived at Antwerp, and as French and Dutch 
troops continued to pour into that town and 
Bergen-op-Zoom, it became doubtful whe- 
ther, fetting afide the queftion of a fiege, we 
had a fufficient difpofeable force after the 
fall ofFlufhing, to cope with the enemy in 
the field ; fo that even thofe, who in the firft 
inftance had been fanguine enough to think 
that a fuccefsful attack might have been 
made on the fleet at Antwerp, now gave 
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up the hope, and were fatisfied that all 
further operations muft be abandoned. 

The opinion of the commander in 
chief who had not left Walchcren, appears 
to have been very different ; and every cir- 
curaftance now indicated a forward move- 
ment m the direftion of Antwerp. Soon 
after the Britifh troops had entered Flulh- 
ing, a divifion of line of battle (hips pro- 
ceeded up the Weft Scheldt towards Bathz ; 
and on the i8th, the Courageux of 74 
guns, anchored with the mofl: advanced part 
of our fquadron. Before this, however, 
(on the 17th) Brig. General Alten's corps 
was pafied over from Walcheren to South 
Beveland : the divifions of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Grofvenor, and Major General Gra- 
ham were re-embsrked on board tranf- 
ports ; and ordered to rendezvous with 
the reft of the army at Bathz; horfe tranf- 
ports, ftore fhlps, and vellels laden with 
heavy artillery ; gun-boats, fire-lhips, alt 
were direfted to proceed to the fame 
point of affetnbly. 

Thus it appears that before the general 
in chief had reconnoitred the pofuion of 
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the enemy ; and before any plan of opera- 
tions could be decided upon^ all our means 
and all our refources were vauntingly dif- 
played in face of the enemy; as it were, 
to risnder our now unavoidable retreat 
more inglorious ; befidies^ by thus crowd- 
ing our (hips in a narrow channel, all their 
movements were embarrafied^ and they 
Were expofed to very fcrious danger ; for, 
had the enemy aCled with vigour, they 
would have fent down fire veiTels upon 
our fleet ; and if they had not deflroyed a 
portion of the fliips, they would at lead 
have producied the greateft difmay and 
confulion. 

On the 19th, it was at length announced 
in the general orders of the army, that 
head quarters would be removed to Ter 
Goes, and a hope of more a£iive opera- 
tionk begun to be entertained ; but on the 
2oth^ it was ftated that the removal of 
head quarters would not take place till 
thd 21ft. In faft the commander in chief 
did not leave Middleburg till that day. Sir 
Eyre Coote remained with 8 or 9,000 mfivk 
}ti Walcheren, and the Earl of Chathaia 
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proceeded to Ter Gges, which towp. b 

about 14 miles diftant; from .Middelburg. ,^ 

On the morning of the 2.?d his lord- 

» ■ * * ' 

fhip vifited and held a conference with 

' • .■ ' ■ ■ 

Sir John Hope at the village of Sqhore, 

■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ 

which is feven miles on the road from Ter. 

. • ■ - ■- 

• ■ 

Goes to Bathz ; but he returned to Ter; 

. • ■ - » 

Goes the fame evening. - .^ -^^r- 

On the 23d his lordlhip, Gcperal BrowiiT- 
rigg, and other officers . compoling- the> 
headquarters ofthearmy,^ paffed thnpugh 
the villages of Schore and Waarden ; and 
on that day reached the village of Arab- 
Bendy k, which is about thirteen miles on 
the road from Ter Goes to Bathz., 

• ■ 

A little before noon, on the 24thj the 
commander in chief had performed the re- 
maining fix of the nineteen miles between 
Goes and Bathz ; and at Bathz head quar- 
ters were eftablifhed eight days and a -half 
after the furrender of Flulhing. 

On the 25th, the E»rl of Chatham held 
conferences with feveraL of the general 
cffiters pf the army ; on the 26th and. jj/th 
CDundils of war were affembled on the pre^ 
fent ft^te Qf aJPfairs, anq it. was foQO .-pn^ 
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derftood that the flups of war aftd^: traiiT* 
ports WiQuld immediately retire^ aod .that 

■ ' • 

South Be^vcland would be evacuated with* 
out any. ii:^*ther attempt or demonftratipn^ 
In CQAfequeDce of this decifion^ arranger 
ments were niade for the removal of the flck 
^d re-exabarkation of tl^e di£Ferent corp» 
in South fieveland. , 

On the 29th^ Lord CShathatB removed 
from;BatJtiz to Ter Goes^and on the 2d Sept. 
returned, to Middelburg. Sir John Hope 
was entrufled with the final evacuation o£ 
South Beveland^ and he eft&bliQied hit headr 
quarters.at Bathz on theigoth of Augufl(^ "^ 

On the. 3otb and 31st, the enemy openecf^ 
a fire of -guns and jpoortars from the bat* 
teries which they had lately con{lru£led on 
both banks of the river, and compelled our 
{hips to retire from thieir advanced pofition 
and move nearer to Bathz. 

About, this time^ the illands of Schou*' 
wen and North Beyeland were alfo evacu* 
ated, and on the 4th of September^ the 
rear guard of the referve was embarked oa 
board a fquadron of frigates, under tho* 
command of Lord William Stuart* whicU 
failed at once for the lower part of the 
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• Scheldt ; the line of battle fliii 
Mher armed veflels with all the tranfporis 
having taken their departure from Bathz 
and the neighbourhood, as foon after the 
retreat had been decided upon as the wind 
and weather would permit ; fo that after 
the 4th of September, Walcheren was thfe 
only ifland in the province of Zeeland, 
which remained in our pofTeffion. 

How fortunate it would have been if the 
evacuation of South Beveland had been 
decided upon, as it might have been im- 
mediately after the fall of Fluftiing. It was 
npl? evident, that the enemy's fleet could 
Then be attacked with any hope of fuccels, 
and if that part of the army which was 
not neceflary for the defence of Walche- 
ren had been fent to England, we fliould 
not only have been fpared the mortifica- 
tion of an inglorious retreat, but we ftioald 
have faved the life of many a gallant 
foldier ; for about the middle of Auguft, 
the difeafe incidental to the climate began 
to rpread iis baneful effefls in every di- 
rtftion, and many of our men were fa- 
crificed to the unaccountable delay and in- 
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activity by which a whole foitDight wail 
loft. • ■ 

i 

Not lefs dreadful were the ravages of* the 
difeafe in Walcheren : in the courfe of twcJ 
months we had lofl; 1^700 men, and towards 
the middle of September, when the diforder 
was at its height, the average number of 
deaths was from two to three hundred in 
a week. Here again we have to lament 
a negle£l and inattention not lefs unac- 
countable than the dilatorinefs which was 
fliewn in South Beveland. The troops who 
mud always fuSer from ina6livity fuddenly 

following the fatigues of a6live ferVicc, 

-t 

were ill provided with barracks and bed- 
ding. Though Middelburg afforded the 
bed and mod comfortable accommodations, 
the foldiers were quartered in cold and 
damp churches, and even the hofpitals were 
edabliflied in £a(l India warehoufes ; into 
which light and air were only admitted 
through iron gratings ; and fimilar want of 
confideration was {hewn in other parts of 
the ifland. 

In addition to all this, many of the oflff- 
cers of the medical department were uh- 
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f,ori M r/^.trca.'icr, that the veil and r.3nh 
w<:rt {ufAt% of ri'y? ifland of WalciiCTeii arc 
honr^rieA \rf a ra:,ge of far.d hills. They 
aire if.ttjitacd t/y fcvcral cpea and level 
(ituatioriif Vf'hcrc our troops might have 
hr^fj hrjtfJ w;:h the greateft advantage: 
Lriw^'Tn V/rfl Capellc and the Bree Zand, 
20///0 iricn rnigfit have been difpofed of 
witfjout difficulty : and as the air about the 
\n\h h tuMch more pure, and the water 
niuci) better than is found in any other 
p;ifL ni' the ifland, great benefit might have 
brcni derived from this important circum- 
Unncc if wc hud taken advantage of it, as 
tlir Krrnch bad done before us. Between 
Domburjr and Wcfl Cnpcllc they had con- 
(liuMi (I liul^ of rcrds for the cover gf 2,000 
men : ihcfc huls were conflantly occupied 
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during thp fickly feafon ; apd as they were 
in good repair, when we were on the ifland 
there was no reafon why they fliould not 
have been ufed by ourfelves, unlefs the 
filth from which they might have been 
eaQly cleanfed, can be confidered as a real 
objeflion. Some proof of the fuperior 
liealthinels of the fand, hills a£lually oc- 
curred to ourfelves ; for it was obferved, 
that^the Royals who were quartered at Weft 
Capelle, which is near the fea, though 
lodged in a damp church, were far more 
healthy than any other regiment on the 
iflapd. 

After the evacuation of South Beveland 
no military event of importance occurred. 
On the 14th of September, the Earl of 
Chatham embarked, and fet fail for Eng- 
land, leaving Sir Eyre Coote with 1 5,000 
men for the defence of Walcheren. Lieut. 
General Don was afterwards appointed to 
fucceed Sir Eyre Coote, and he arrived at 
Walcheren on the 24th of Oflober. 

During the whole of this time, it was 
; uncertain whether we were to form a per- 
manent elUbliibment on the iiland or not ; 

M 
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and this doubt occafioned much inconfif- 
tency in our operations. At firft, when it 
was generally fuppofed that the ifland 
would be retained, no ferious exertions were 
made to renew its defences ; even the half 
breached baftion on the left of the works 
of Flufhing, which alone was the ofienfible 
caufe of the furrender of the enemy, was 
not begun to be repaired till the iftofNo- 
vehiber. 

About the middle of the fame month, 
arrived the order to evacuate the ifland, 
and demolifh the works and naval bafon 
of Flufhing ; as far as might be done, with- 
out deftroying the lives and property of 
the inhabitants. 

On the 26th the work of deftru£lion was 
begun, and the parapet of the fea lines 
was deftroyed. Yet during this time and 
many days afterwards, a chain of redoubts 
between Vere and Arnemuiden, which was 
begun early in the month for the defence 
of the frontier, was continued with fuch 
aftivity, that from fix to feven hundred pea- 
fants were conftantly employed there. If this 
proceeding were intended to deceive the cne- 
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my, it mud be allowed that at length our 
vigour exceeded the occafion for it. 

On the gth of December, the great body 
of the army, now much reduced by ficknefs, 
was embarked. A fmall rear-guard only 
was left to occupy Vere, Middelburg, and 
Flufliing, until the wind permitted our 
final depature. 

On the loth the flood-gates of the naval 
bafon were exploded with gunpowder. The 
eaft fide of this bafon, which coufiiled 
of ftrong pile work, had been previoufly 
removed by the failors. The well fide was 
not deftroyed, as reprefentations were made 
by the inhabitants, that a lofs of at lead 
a part of the town of Flufliing would be 
the confequence. The arfenal and maga- 
zines in the Dock-yard were alfo fet fire 
to and deftroyed. 

On the 2 2d, a light breeze from the 
fouthward, induced the Admiral, Sir R, 
Strachan to caufe the immediate embark- 
ation of the rear^guard ; and on the 23d, 
the^iflaiid of Walcheren was completely 
evacuated by the BritiQi army. . 

Tlie land forufications of Flufhing, the 
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dlifences and harbour of Vcere,and the 
Fort of Rammikins were left uninjured. 

During bur ftay in the ifland, the enemy 
made no ferious demonftration of attack. 
A corp of troops advanced into South 
Bcveland, and batteries were conftrufted 
on that part of the Sloe paffage, which is 
oppofite St. Jooftland; but they were not 
drmed with artillery. On the Zuid Vliet 
channel, they had alfo prepared batteries 
for the annoyance of our advanced gun 
boats ; but the fire from their artillery pro- 
duced no ferious effeft, and Commodore 
Owen maintained his pofition in that 
channel to the laft. 

Without difcuffing the political qucftion 
with refpeft to Walcheren, it is clear, that 
if it was not advifable to retain the ifland^ 
the evacuation ftiould have taken place at 
an earlier period ; and that if it was ad- 
vifable to maintain this pofition, we ought 
to have adopted other meafures of defence. 
The delay and hefitation which marked 
all our operations, were difcreditable to 
the national charafter I and the forrow of 
thofe whb* witneffed the eflefts of fuch va- 
cillation was not diminifixed^ when they 
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heard the dreadful uncertaintv of our af- 
fairs in Walcheren imputed to >the dif- 
gufting quarrels of miniflers. 



After the detail which has now been of- 
fered, the author may perhaps be exculei^^ 
if he prefumes to lay before the reader hi^ 
opinion, as to the operations which might 
have been undertaken for the rednftion of 
the ifland pf Walcheren, and as to the fuc- 
cefs that was to be expefted in the projefted 
attack upon the enetmy's fleet at Antwerp. 
When the ftate of Walcheren and the un- 
foldier'likecharafter of its governor are con- 
fidcred, it will not appear that the conqueft 
of that ifland was by any means a diflicult 
imdertaking ; for although the enemy had 
occupied the town of Flufliing for the fpace 
of fourteen years, and this importantj^ar- 
fenal had been an integral part of the 
French Empire fi nee the clofeofthe year 
' 1607, the defences of the place, and inde^ 
of thecoafls of the whole ifla^l had been 
almofl: entirely negleSed, /./ 

The 6r& obje3 dF the attacking amy 
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(hould have been a complete inveftment of 
the place. To prevent the arrival of fuccours 
and reinforcements from Brabant and North 
Holland, the iflands of North and South 
Beveland fhould have been occupied by a 
refpeftable corps of troops, and unlefs the 
navy was prepared to cut oflF all commu* 
nication with the oppofite coaft of Flanders, 
another corps ftiould have landed on the 
ifland of Cadfand, While thefe objefts were 
effefting, the force, intended for the attack 
of Flufhing, fhould have landed a little to 
the weftward of the Haak battery ; from 
whence a detachment fhould at once have 
threatened Veere from the land ; while a 
vigorous bombardment was kept up from 
the fea. After the fall of Veere, the Fort 
Rammikins fhould have been compelled to 
furrender ; and the army would then have 
extended itfelf from this point to Ritthem, 
along the rear of Eaft and Weft Souberg, 
as far as the Vygcter point, the termina- 
tion of the Zoutelande fand-hills : this poii- 
tion they might have occupied, while exer- 
tions were made for the formation ofde- 
p6ts of entrenching tool^j and for the tranf-^ 



87 

port of heavy artillery, previous to the at- 
tack of the place. We fliall fuppofe, that 
thefe obje6ls might have been attained on the 
morning of the 2d Auguft, and that on the 
fame night the Nolle and the Sand-hill be* 
tween that point and the body of the place 
might have been occupied by a battery of 
fix twenty-four pounders, fupported by a 
fliort parallel extending from thence acrofs 
the low ground, till it meets the wood and 
inclofures between the fand-hill and Weft 
Souburg, This battery, afling direftly 
upon the half- ruined wall, on the left of the 
town of Flufliing, and aflfifted at the fatne 
time by a battery of guns and mortars in 
front of Weft-Souburg, and about eight hun- 
dred yards from the place, fo as to enfilade 
the front attacked, would probably have 
produced a furrender of the town in lefs than 
thirty hours after the commencement of our 
fire : fo that, upon the calculation that thefe 
works and the trenches neceflary to fupport 
them would have been completed befoip 
day-break on the morning of the 4th of 
Auguft, before the night of the 5th, we 
(hould have been, mafiers of the place and 



S8 

itt garrifon. It will ibc obferved, that the plan 
bf*e propofed has been founded on a perfeft 
knowledge of the ftatc of the garrifon^ and the 
n&ture of the defences oftheifland. The 
impediments which might have been thrown 
in our way, by means of inundation, have 
not been calculated upon ; becaufe the ra- 
pidity of our operations would have pre* 
vented out inaftive enemy from taking ad- 
vantage of this expedient. His meafures 
of defence, whether by the difpofition of 
works, or by well judged water manceuvres, 
were equally weak and contemptible. We 
certainly might have had pofleflion of the 
whole ifland in feven days after our debar- 
kation: though it fliould be clearly un- 
derftocd, that this opinion is ftated on the 
fuppofition of the enemy's afting as he did 
aft, and of our operations being conduced 
as they might and ought to have been con- 
dufted. 

If the many advantages to be derived from 
the poffeffion of the ifland of Walchcren, 
formed reafons flrong enough to induce us 
to preferveit; we ought, immediately after 
the fall of Flufhing, to have employed our- 
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felves vigoroufly in the reftoration, or ra- 
ther the new conftruftion of its defences; 
and all the other means in our power being 
ufed to ftrengthen the ifland, there is little 
doubt but it might have been made quite 
impregnable ; and if the troops, not necef- 
(ary to garrifon the fortrefles, had been 
placed in the moft healthy (ituations, and 
proper attention had been paid to their 
quarters, there is reafon to believe, that the 
dreadful calamity by which we were afflift- 
ed, might have been greatly palliated. We 
might at length by clearing away the over- 
abundant wood, and other ufeful expedients 
have even rendered the air more falubrious. 
With regard to the fecond operation/ 
which was by many confidered the mod 
important objeft of the expedition: if it 
were neceflary for the redudion of the fleet 
to carry on a regular fiegc againft the cita- 
del of Antwerp, it would appear, that unleis 
we had had a force double of that which was 
employed under the Earl of Chatham, ftich 
an operation would have been wholly im-. 
pradicable: before Antwerp could have 
been reduced, an army fuperior to our own 
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would have been cc4kded, acd our retreai 
fq much endangered^ that no milkaiy maa 
of (bund judgment would have advifed iuch 
an underuking. 

. Some, however^ have faid that the capture 
of the citadel of Antwerp was not neceflary 
to our fuccefs, and that the fleet might have 
been deftroyed from the left bank of the 
river r-f-let us examme in what manner fuch 
an operation might have been conducted*^ — 
We will fuppofe that the <rommanders in, . 
chief of the army and navy were contented 
with invefting Walcheren by fea/ without 
ejF(p£ling a debarkation on the ifland; and 
confequently, that Lord Chatham and hi^ 
\fho\t force, about 37^000 men, might at 
once havfc proceeded to the attack of An- 
twerp 9nd the fhipping. 

Let Us imagihe tl^t he had landed on the 
iOand of Cadfand ; and that he intended to^ 
march along the left (horc of the Wefl; 
Scheldt, with a view to dejlroy thefleet from 
tjie bank of the river oppofite to AnYwerp.. 
If we call our eyes on the map, , we (hall at , 
once perceive the aJmoft infurmountable. 
difficulties which would have been oppofc^ 



^1- 

to o|ir fuccefs ; in the firft place the country^ 
befween Cadfand and Antwerp, a difiance ot 
feventy miles, is lauch interfeftcd withcreefcs 
and water courfes ; and is in many parts 
liable to inundation ; beiides which -there 
are Several places, formerly of confiderabTd 
ftrength, and ftill furrounded by a rampart 
and a ditch, fo that unlefs occupied by onn- 
felves, (for we will fuppofe the country in 
the firft inftance without troops) garriCSiif 
would haVe been immediately thrown intii 
them, and thus would our line of operaticW 
have been intercepted, - What opinionf 
could we entertain of a general, who efta*- 
blifhed a line of operation parallel to tHfe' 
enemy's means and relburces, and expofcd' 
in every part to repeated and conftant at- 
tacks ? 

Again,the ifland of Cadfand muft have bcerr 
entrenched, and this depot of the army 
guarded by feven or eight thoufand men.-^* 
Before further operations could have been 
attempted, three or four days muft havtf 
been occupied in preparations for tranf-' 
porting our heavy ftores and artillery.— 
The army would not Jiavc been.in motion 
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until the enemy had in his turn adopted 
fome vigorous meafures of defence ; the 
country near Hulft would have been par- 
tially inundated, and the flat land in frpnt of 
the T^te de Flanders, pppofite to Antwierp, 
\rfiolIjr covered with water. Suppofing that 
the army met with no refiftance on its march, 
, it would, at leaft, require fix days to bring 
our means within reach of the enemy's fhip* 
ping : and if it had been poffible (however 
incredible) to bombard and deftroy the 
French fleet at Antwerp, by batteries placed 
on the banks of the river, it may be aflced 
how a Britifli army of 37,000 men, dimi- 
niflied by 7,000 left at Cadfand, and one 
third of the remainder employed to maintain 
our liile of communication, could fet itfelf 
down, and undertake to aft with heavy ar-^ 
tiilery, with its entire line of operation ex- 
pofed' to the accumulating means of the ene- 
my, and its retreat moft eminently endan- 
gered ? — Such an epterprize would inevitably 
have failed : it wouid have been contrary to 
every principle of military fcience. 

I fliall not difcufs the opinion entertained, 
though only by a few perfons, that the Britilh 



fleet might have forced the paflage of the 
Scheldt, between Lillo and Liefkenfhoek ; 
becaiife I am perfuaded, that every naval ov 
military man who has the leafl: knowledge 
of war, mufl: be fully fatisfied of the abfoluts 
impra6licability of fuch an undertaking. 

If it had been our obje£): to have attempted 
the capture of the enemy's fleet and arienal 
by a coup de main, it might have fuflBced, in 
the firft inftance, to cut off all communica* 
tion between Walcheren and the coaft of 
Flanders, and the neighbouring iflands : this 
we know might eafily have been effefted by 
a proper difpofition of our (hips on one fide, 
and by landing a corps in South Beveland on 
the other, A divifion of the fleet fliould at 
once have failed up the Eaft Scheldt, and 
have difembarked at Wemelding ; from 
whence, on the fame day, they ftiould havis 
crofled the ford, and have fummoned Bergen- 
op-Zoom ; while a detachment took poflef- 
fion of the open batteries of South Beveland, 
and the little fort of Bathz, at its eaftern ex- 
tremity : on the fecond day, a fquadron of 
the fleet, with the remainder of the army, 
fliould have forced the mouth of the Weil 



Schdcit^ With a view to proceed 9s far aS 
IpMht, and thus form a jixnEtton with the 
corps already landed in South Be velatid,: As 
B^gbn-Qp-Zooimrwas without a (in^e fbldief ^ 
it may be fuppofeid that it would' have irii^ 
mediately fiirrenderedi On the third day, A 
ix>rps ihouid have debarked on the Doel 
Bdlder^ below the fort of Lieflten&oek, on 
thejeft Bank of ihe Scheldt; whife the other 
part of the army moved forward upon An- 
iwetpifroffl the neighbourhood of Bergen-^op- 
E<t>oiR/ In this manner the army ^would, on 
the evening of the third day, have furround- 
pd Antwerp, and the (hips which were be-* 
fore it ; the town would have been threaten- 
ed Ivith deftruftion ; and as there was no re- 
gular garrifon in the place, it is poffible, 
though barely poflible, that the panic which 
the celerity of our operations might have 00^ 
cafionedy would have induced the enemy to 
^nter into terms of capitulation. 
: This appears to have beea the only mode 
in which there was any chance of effeSing 
our objeft ; and certainly the chance thus, 
offered was too fmall to juftify the rifk of 
feilure and iconfequent difgrace. . We could 
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riot, without previous information, calculate' 
on thetreafon or cowardice of the enemy, or 
fuppofe that tlie Governor of Antwerp would 
fubmit to the mere appearance of an £ngli£h 



army, which had not then the means to car- 
ry on a regular attack. If he had no regular 
troops, he might have employed the crevrs 
pf the fhips as his garrifon ; and the delay of' 
a few days would have produced our irre- 
trievable ruin. Had we waited for the long 
labour and procefs of a fiege, we ftiould have 
had to contend with extenfiveinundations,and 
an enemy fuperior in number to ourfelyes. :. . 
. Such, therefore, was the danger arid, intri* 
cacy of the fecond operation, that if every 
information had been pofleffed with refpeQ: 
to the country and iis defences, no well 
founded hope of fuccefs could have been en- 
tertained ; in our adqal (late of doubt and 
ignorance, and on the fuppofition that the 
country was much ftronger than it really was, 
no prudent man could have thought there, 
ivas the frnalleft profpeft. 



The author has now brought his talk to s^ 
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conclulion. He has ftudioufly endeavoured 
to Hate fads widi accuracy. If the remarks 
he has thought it a duty to make, fhould be 
oonfidered harOx or even prejudicial to any. 
individual, he intreats the candid reader to 
place this circumftance to the account of the 
fads themfelves, which necefTarily excited 
difiipprobation. 

Every one who reflefts on the pko, con- 
dttdf and refult of this unfortunate enter-* 
prize, mull be impreffed with fentiments of 
zicgret: for, it appears, that the plan was^ 
formed without judgment or forefight; that 
the condufl difplayed neither prudence, (kill, 
nor aftivity ; and that the refult was, failure 
in one objed, and the abandonment of afi 
important ifland, which might have been 
held at little expence againft the whole force 
cf the French empire. 
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